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THURSDAY— APRIL  THE  NINTH. 


1  HIS  day,  a  moft  numerous  and  refpe&able  meeting  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics of  this  city  was  held  in  Francis  ftreet  chapel,  for  the  purpofe  of  re- 
ceiving the  report  of  the  Delegates  appointed  at  a  meeting  on  the  27th  of 
February  laft,  to  prefent  an  Addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  in  refpe&  to  the  event 
of  their  million  on  that  occafion. 

About  two  o'Oock  the  Delegates  arrived,  and  John  Sweetman,  Efq^ 
being  unanimoufly  voted  into  the  chair, 

Mr.  E.  BYRNE  rofe  and  faid,  that  the  Delegates  having  performed  the 
duties  of  their  million,  were  come  now  to  make  a  report  of  their  proceed* 
ings ;  but,  confcious  of  his  own  inadequacy  to  make  that  report  in  fo  ample  ■ 
a  manner  as  the  importance  of  the  fubjecl  required,  he  entreated  permiffion 
to  impofe,  that  duty  on  another  of  his  colleagues,  much  more  competent  to 
the  talk.  ;  [He  alluded  to  Mr.  Keogh.] 

Mr.  KEOGF  reported,  that  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  laft  meeting 
of  the  Carbolic  of  Dublin,  aflembled  here  on  the  27th  of  February,  Baron 
Hufley,  of  Galtrim,  Mr.  Byrne,  and  himfelf,  bad  proceeded  immediately 
with  their  Addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  that  they  had  prefented  it  at  the  levee,  on 
the  1 5  th  March,  and  were  honoured  with  what  is  generally  underftood  to  be 
a  gracious  reception. 

That  they  confidered  it  their  duty  to  requeft  an  interview  with  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  home  department  [the  D.  of  Portland]  to  receive  fuch 
information  as  he  (hould  think  fit  to  impart,  relative  to  his  Majefty's  deter- 
mination on  the  fubjecl:  of  the  Addrefs — that  the  Secretary  of  State  declined 
giving  any  iniormat/on  whatfoever — fave  that  his  Majefty  had  imparted  his 
pleafure  thereon  10  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  that  he  was  the  proper  channel 
through  which  that  information  {hould  pafs. — Their  folicitations  to  obtain 
any  intimation  of  his  Majefty's  pleafure  having  proved  ineffectual,  they  con- 
fidered that  the  object  of  their  million  was  terminated,  and  immediately  af» 
ter  returned. 

Mr.  Keogh  having  here  fmiflied  the  report,  proceeded.  It  may  gratify 
this  meeting  to  know,  that  on  an  objecl  fo  important  to  them,  and  to  every 
Catholic  in  Ireland,  your  deputies  did  not  omit  to  give  that  weight  to  your 
humble  and  juft  expectations,  in  which  they  knew  they  were  juftified.  They 
reprefented  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  that  the  Catholics,  in  obedience  to  the 
laws,  which  they  had  never  ceafed  to  refpe£t,  could  not  meet  by  delegation, 
and  therefore,  the  Addrefs  entrufted  to  our  care,  profeiled  to  fpeak  tor  the 
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Gathclics  of  Dublin  only,  but  that  we  wifried  his  Grace  to  underhand  that 
the  fentirnents  contained  in  that  Addrefs,  would  be  fupported  by  the  Catho- 
lics of  every  part  of  Ireland.  They  were  all  attached  to  his  Majefty — all 
Supplicated  that  they  fhould  not  be  governed  by  a  fyftem  of  terror— and  all 
united  in  praying  for  complete  Emancipation. 

Your  deputies  ftated,  that  they  were  not  ignorant  that  they  had  enemies 
in  thofe  who  were  interefted  in  the  prefent  monopoly— fo  oppreflive  to  the 
Catholic— ?and  fo  injurious  to  his  Majefty's  fei  vice— that  we  protefted  againft 
the  injuftice  of  any  decifion  by  his  Majefty's  Minifters,  againft  fo  great  a  por- 
tion of  his  fubjects,  upon  the  evidence  or  mifreprefentatton  of  one  party,  and 
that  an  interefted  party,  without  hearing  the  other  in  their  own  defence.  We 
therefore  folicited,  on  the  part  of  the  Catholics,  to  know  what  were  the  ob- 
jections or  reafons,  that  our  opponents  urged,  for  keeping  the  Catholics  un- 
der the  prefent  reftri&ive  laws ;  or  were  there  any  allegations  againft  their 
loyalty,  peaceable  conduct,  and  obedience  to  the  laws  ? — That  we  were 
willing  and  ready  to  meet  any  charges,  if  any  fuch  there  were,  that  were 
likely  to  influence  his  Majefty's  Minifters— that  there  were  then  in  Londona 
fome  of  thofe  known  to  intereft  themfelves  againft  Cathoiic  relief;  we  there- 
fore called  upon  the  Secretary  of  State,  that  his  Majefty's  Minifters,  before 
they  decided  on  their  representations,  ftiould  call  thefe,  your  enemies  and 
your  Deputies,  face  to  face,  and  if  they  were  able  to  fubftantiate  any  one 
charge  againft  you,  that  we  would  retire  without  complaint ;  but  that  we 
knew  the  moderation  of  your  conduct,  and  the  juftice  of  your  expectations^ 
would  fupport  us  againft  any  fuperiority  of  abilities. 

I  am  lorry  to  ftate  to  this  meering,  that  this  application  to  the  Secretary, 
and  a  letter  to  another  pf  his  Majefty's  Minifters,  to  folicit  an  interview — 
both  failed  of  fuccefs.  On  thjs  I  fhall  make  no  comment.  I  cannot,  I  will 
not  fuppofe,  that  the  fate  of  a  whole  people  will  be  decided  by  Minifters^ 
without  the  decency  pf  a  hearing,  fave  on  one  part ;  a  late  publication,  it  is 
$rue,  of  part  of  the  correfpondence  fuppofed  to  be  between  Earl  Fitzwrlliam, 
and  one  of  his  Majefty's  Minifters,  has  torn  away  that  veil  that  was  before 
thrown  over  the  interference  of  Britifti  Minifters  in  the  affairs  of  Ireland. 

But  let  us  not  believe  that  aa  Irifh  Parliament  will  not  fupport  its  own  in- 
dependence, and  hear  and  comply  with  the  voice  of  the  Proteftant  and  the 
prayer  of  the  Catholic. 

But  as  this  publication,  attributed  to  Earl  Fitzwjlliam,  points  out  an  inter- 
ference fo  barefaced  and  avowed,  in  the  affairs  of  a  country,  faid  to  be  inde- 
pendent ;— we  are  led  to  enquire  what  motive,  or  intereft,  or  policy,  can 
decide  an  Englifh  Minifter  to  repulfe3  or  difguft,  or  perhaps  to  alienate,  a 
whole  people  ? 

Is  the  affection  and  the  attachment  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ireland,  a  matter 
of  fmall  importance  to  England  ?  Could  England,  who  has  fo  often  been  the 
arbitrefs  of  Europe,  could  ihe  hold  her  rank,,  or  even  exift  as  a  powerful 
nation,  without  Ireland  ? 

In  England,  Wales,  and  Scotland,  the  prefent  population  is  about  nine 
millions  ;  Ireland  alone  contains  four  millions  and  a  half. 

Has  England  on  this  earth  one  nation  fo  great  a  cuftomer  for  her  manu- 
factures and  for  the  produce  of  her  colonies  ? 

Are 
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Are  we  not  impoverifhed  by  the  immenfe  fums  we  remit  annually  to  our 
Abfentees,  who  fpend  them  in  England  ? 

Do  not  our  brave  and  hardy  countrymen,  in  the  hour  of  danger,  crowd 
their  armies  and  man  their  fleets  ? 

Have  we  not,  within  the  lair.  22  months,  furnifhed  his  Majefly  with 
!20>ooo  men  ?  Is  it  not  a  moderate  calculation  to  fay,  that  no,ooo  of 
thefe  were  Catholics  ? 

The  navy  of  Britain  is  juflly  her  glory,  as  it  is  her  bell:  defence.  Is  not 
one-third  of  that  navy  compofed  of  Irifh  Catholics  ?  We  fee  in  the  debates 
of  the  Britifh  Parliament,  Minifters  continually  reforting  to  the  glorious  vic- 
tory obtained  on  the  firft  of  June,  as  fome  counterpoife  to  the  misfortunes  of 
this  war.  Could  Lord  Howe  have  obtained  that  victory  with  one-third  lefs 
force  ?  He  would  not  fay  fo.  Is  it  then  juft,  is  it  wife,  without  provocation, 
with  all  thefe  merits  pleading  for  us,  with  our  Proteftant  friends  and  coun- 
trymen pleading  for  us,  for  the  Minifters  of  England  to  become  our  oppo- 
fers — our  enemies  ? 

A  month  has  fcarce  elapfed  fince  all  was  peace,  union,  and  happinefs  in 
Ireland  ;  a  Viceroy,  and  the  men  he  called  to  his  councils,  poffeffing  the 
confidence  of  the  nation.  We  were  promifed  fupport  for  the  repeal  of  laws 
oppreflive  to  us — laws  which  ferveno  living  creature,  fave  a  few,  a  very  few 
monopolifts.  In  the  moment  of  gratitude  fupplies  were  voted  beyond  the 
means  of  the  nation,  without  oppofition  in  Parliament,  or  a  murmur  from 
the  people  who  mull:  pay  them. 

Is  it  honourable,  is  it  honeft,  in  the  people  of  England  to  fuffer  their  Mi- 
nifter  to  take  our  money  to  fupport  their  wars,  and  to  muffle  us  out  of  that 
relief  which  would  coft  them  nothing  ? 

Is  not  this  defcending  to  the  vice  of  commerce  ?  Is  it  not  fwindling  ?  If 
this  treatment  can  admit  of  aggravation,  it  is  by  ftating  the  fimplefact,  that 
we  afk  nothing  from  England. 

Have  we  applied  to  them  for  a  fubfidy  to  enable  us  to  defend  ourfelves  ^ 
No,-_-We  grant  fupplies  to  aid  them.  Have  we  called  upon  them  to  furren- 
der  up  to  us  any  one  manufacture  r  No.— We  confume  largely  their  manu- 
factures. Have  we  fought  to  lefTen  one  prerogative  of  the  Crown  r*  We 
have  not.  Have  we  demanded  the  exclufive  trade  of  any  one  ifland  in  the 
Weir- Indies  or  fettlement  in  the  Eaft  ?  No. — But  we  are  her  beft  cuftomers 
for  their  produce.  What  then  do  we  afk  ?  That  in  our  native  land  we  mould 
be  bound  by  the  fame  laws,  enjoy  the  fame  privileges,  be  interefled  in  de- 
fence of  the  conftitution,  equally  with  the  reft  of  our  countrymen,  and  this 
is  the  wifh  of  a  great  and  refpectable  part  of  the  Proteftants  of  Ireland  ;  and 
of  all  the  Catholics  :  but  it  may  be  faid,  we  are  not  to  infer  from  the  Minif- 
ter's  refufal  to  hear  us,  that  the  determination  of  the  Britifh  Cabinet  is  ad- 
verfe  ;  if  it  be  not  fo,  why  are  the  Government  prints  in  England  and  Ire- 
land let  loofe  againft  our  claims  ?  When  relief  is  petitioned  for,  why  is  no 
hope  held  out  r  Why  are  foldiers  daily  arriving  at  this  crifis  ?  Are  thefe  the 
politics  of  a  great  Minifter  ?  Is  this  the  mode  he  takes  to  conciliate  a  people 
without  whofe  aid  England  cannot  exift  ?  We  hear  a  murmur,  I  hope  unau- 
thorized, that  the  people  mufl  be  put  down  and  made  tame  !— it  is 
eafy'to  put  down  a  mob,  or  punifh  any  burft  of  illegal  paflion  ;  but  he  mufl 
be  a  mallow  Minifter  indeed,  and  unfit  for  that  high  (ration,  who  would  nol 
lather  conciliate  than  alienate  the  affections  of  a  whole  people. 
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Ifin  England,  from  Noith  to  South,  and  from  Eaft  to  Weft,  the  Minister 
knew  that  in  every  city,  every  village,  every  houfe,  the  people  united  in  one 
requefi:  ;  a  requeft  that  would  gratify  them,  and  coil  him  or  the  country 
nothing;  would  he  difguil  them  by  refufal  ?  would  he  talk  of  putting 
them  down  ? — a  nation  may  be  filenced  for  a  time,  but  cannot  be  put 
down.  Your  Deputies  no%ab!e  to  afcertain  the  determination  of  the  En- 
glim  Cabinet,  could  not  fhut  their  ears  to  thofe  reports  and  topics,  adverfe 
to  our  hopes  circulated  in  London,  by  men  who  avowed  themfelve  the  friends 
of  Mr.  Pitt  ;  however,  weak  or  contemptible  they  may  appear  to  you,  to 
communicate  all  that  relates  to  your  interefls,  is  the  duty  of  your  Deputies. 

What  do  you  think  cf  its  being  faid  in  London,  that  you  do  not  with  for 
Emancapation  ?    [A  general  laugh.] 

Think  of  the  kind  attention  of  gentlemen  in  London,  gravely  exprefling 
their  apprehenfions  for  the  fafety  of  Proteftant  property  in  Ireland,  fogrievoufly 
to  be  endangered  by  your  Emancipation  !  Thefe  vigilant  guardians  will  not 
fubmit  the  care  of  their  own  eflates  to  Mr.  Conolly  or  Mr.  Knox  in  the  North 
of  Ireland,  or  to  the  Duke  of  Leinfter,  or  the  Ponfobys  in  the  center,  or  to 
Lord  Donoughmore  in  the  South. — Have  not  thofe  our  illuflrous  friends 
property  in  Ireland  ?  ■  Are  they  ignorant  of  their  own  and  their  country's  in- 
terefls ?  Have  they  no  knowledge  of  the  difpofitions  of  their  grateful  country- 
men ?  How  happy  is  Ireland  in  having  fuch  watchful  and  kind  friends  in  Lon- 
don to  defend  their  eftates  and  their  properties ! 

But  it  is  urged  in  a  more  firm  tone,  that  no  change  muft  be  hazarded,  at  a 
time  when  Europe  is  convulfed  with  revolutions. 

If  revolutions  are  admitted  to  be  conclufive  againfl  our  Emancapation,  we 
muft  fubmit,  for  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  the  annals  of  mankind  never  fur- 
nifhed  fo  great  a  number  in  fo  fhort  a  period — for  not  to  mention  the  revolution 
in  America,  but  to  confine  onrfelves  to  the  fhort  period  of  the  prefent  war, 
we  have  witnefTed. 

That  wonderful  revolution,  which  has  taken  place  in  France. 

A  revolution  in  Brabant. 

A  revolution  in  Geneva. 

Two  revolutions  in  unhappy  deferted  Poland. 

And  now  a  revolution  in  Holland. 

But  whether  thefe  mould  decide  a  Minifler,  not  to  relieve  or  redrefs  the 
jufl  complaints  of  a  people,  or  whether  it  mould  decide  him  to  give  them  a 
ftubftantial  caufe  to  complain — I  confefs,  I,  for  one,  h^ve  my  doubts. — The 
Majority  of  this  meering  muft  recollect  perfectly  that  when  America  made 
a  part  of  the  Britifh  empire,  they  complained  that  although  Britifh  fubjects, 
they  were  excluded  from  the  privileges  of  the  Britifh  Conftitution  ;  they  ad- 
dreffed,  and  petitioned,  and  remonftrated  for  years — but  they  addrefTedand 
petitioned  in  vain  ;  they  fent  Deputies  to  London,  but  without  effect — even 
the  venerable  Franklin  was  infulted  when  fent  as  the  American  advocate  to  the 
Britifh  Miniiters. — It  was  the  fafnion  to  treat  them  with  neglect,  if  not  with 
contempt. —They  were  to  be  put  down  and  made  tame  ;  an  armed 
force  was  fent  to  America — conciliation  was  neglected — the  people's  affections 
were  alienated — and  all  the  world  knows  the  refult.  Great  Britain  rues  it, 
for  fhe  not  only  loft  America,  but  is  now  payiug  taxes  for  the  intereft  of  one 
hundred  millions  of  debta  for  not  timely  repreffing  the  rafhnefs  of  her  then 
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Minifters,  and  (till  continues  under  the  burden,  and  mud  continue  under  it, 
from  this  day  until  the  day  of  judgment,  if  her  government  fhall  iaft  fo  long. 

Brabant  one  of  the  flneft  and  moft  improved  countries  of  Europe— is  in- 
habited by  an  indubious,  moral,  and  brave  people  ;  they  were  denied  the 
privileges  of  their  conftitution  ;  they  petitioned  their  Emperor  and  King ;  they 
lent  Deputies  to  Vienna— but  all  in  vain  ;  he  had  defperate  Minifters,  who 
had  nothing  to  lofe  by  the  event. — The  people  of  Brabant  were  to  be  put 
down  and  made  tame  ;  an  armed  force  was  fent  among  them  ;  their 
affections  were  alienated  ;  100,000  men  have  fallen  ;  immenfe  treafures  have 
been  exhausted  ;  the  Emperor  has  been  cafhiered,  and  Brabant  is  gone  from 
the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  for  ever. 

The  people  of  Holland  complained  that  their  conftitution  was  invaded— 
their  complaints  were  alfo  in  vain. — The  people  of  Holland  were  to  be  put 
down  and  made  tame  ;  an  armed  force  of  40,000  Pruflians  was  brought 
among  them  j  their  affections  were  alienated,  and  they  preferred  any  govern- 
ment, to  that  which  opprefled  them  ;  and  though  England  entered  into  this 
war,  for  the  prefervation  of  Holland — yet  that  country,  which  could  never 
be  fubdued,  if  the  people  were  attached  to  their  government,  is  now  loft  to 
the  Stadtholder,  and  to  England  ;  me  is  joined  in  alliance  with  France— 
and  the  people  of  England  have  taxes  to  pay  for  70  millions  more  contracted 
in  this  war. 

The  Catholics  of  Ireland  were  excluded  from  the  priveleges  of  the  confti- 
tution  of  their  country  ;  their  fole  prayer  was  to  participate  in  them  :  they 
have,  for  feveral  years  paft,  addrefled  and  petitioned  the  throne  and  the  legi- 
slature ;  they  have  fent  deputies  to  London  in  1 793,  and  now  again  in  k  795  ; 
they  are  a  large  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ireland  :  they  pay  a  great  por- 
tion of  the  taxes ;  and  I  have  already  dated  the  important  ftrength  they  add 
to  the  army  and  navy.— I  fhall  briefly  hint  at  the  treatment  they  received 
from  a  government  they  fo  much  contributed  to  fupport. 

In  an  Addrefs  to  Lord  Weftmoreland  they  expreffed  a  modeft  and  feeble 
Hope,  that,  by  a  perfeverance  in  loyalty,  and  obedience  to  the  laws,  they 
might,  at  fome  future  period,  receive  fome  mitigation  of  the  penal  laws; 
will  it  be  believed,  that  Lord  Weftmoreland  refufed  to  receive  the  Addrefs 
unlefs  the  paragraph  containing  even  a  diftant  hope  ftiould  be  erafed  ?— 
Hope,  the  laft  comfort  of  the  wretched,  was  denied  to  the  Catholics. 

After  this  they  framed  a  moft  humble  petition  to  Parliament,  and  Mem- 
bers to  whom  they  applied  were  willing  to  prefent  it. — Indeed,  I  believe 
there  is  no  inftance  of  the  moft  petty  corporation,  or  pot-walloping  borough 
meeting  having  the  fmalleft  difficulty  in  bringing  a  dutiful  petition  before 
Parliament. — Yet  the  influence  of  the  Caftle  was  exerted  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  the  Members  who  had  been  applied  to  declined  prefenting  it :  and  the 
petition  of  the  three  millions  and  a  half  of  people  could  not  find  its  way  to 
thofe  we  call  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  People. 

Thefe  inftances  only  I  fhali  recall  to  your  recollection,  better  futted  to 
Algiers  or  Conftantinople,  than  to  a  country  of  freemen. — I  will  not  enter 
into  the  manoeuvres  by  county  and.  Grand  Jury  addrefles,  to  agitate  and  dif- 
ira&  this  country  ;  nor  will  I  remind  you,  that  when  a  petition  was  after- 
wards prefentedj  and  lay  upon  the  table  of  Parliament,  to  add  infult  to  re- 
fufal,  it  was  dragged  from  the  table,  and  reje&ed  with  contempt*— But  not 
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to  repeat  more  of  thefe  attempts  to  put  down  the  people,  whofe  indigna- 
tion and  fpirit  increafed  by  thefe  infults,  we  will  pafs  on  to  1 793,  when,  by 
his  Majefly's  gracious  interpofition,  a  law  pafled  in  our  favour  ;  we  fondly 
hoped  all  acrimony  was  at  an  end,  and  that  purfuant  to  the  Royal  wifh,  we 
would  be  permitted  to  unite  with  our  fellow -fubje&s. 

The  Catholics  had  then  a  Convention,  pofTeffing  the  confidence  of  three 
millions  and  a  half  of  their  brethren  ;  their  firfl  a&  was  unfolicited  to  diflblve 
the  Convention,  never  to  meet  again  ;  to  bury  all  former  heats  in  oblivion  ; 
to  forget  every  thing  pafl,  except  their  obligations  to  their  Proteflant  friends. 
At  this  time  every  man  was  difpofed  for  conciliation,  but  when  we  were  fure 
of  relief,  and  of  enjoying  the  benefit  of  the  law,  this  was  the  moment  feized 
upon  to  difappoint  us,  and  to  dafli  the  cup  from  our  lips ;  parties  were  en- 
couraged againft  us ;  we  were  {hut  out  from  the  city,  and  many  other  Grand 
Juries ;  the  corporation  of  Dublin  was  permitted  to  go  on  in  their  bigotry 
and  excluilon  5  the  Government  prints  let  loofe  againft  us,  and  fome  of  our 
brethren,  men  of  property  and  character,  in  the  midft  of  their  trade,  dragged 
from  their  compting-houfes,  thrown  into  prifon  in  Navan,  Dublin,  and 
Drogheda,  efcaping  punifhment,  nay  death,  but  by  a  miracle,  upon  the 
accufation  of  a  known  perjurer,  a  felon  taken  from  his  dungeon.— Who  en- 
couraged the  villain  ?  Who  clothed  him  at  Drogheda  previous  to  the  trial  ? 
Did  it  not  come  out  on  the  trial,  in  the  prefence  of  Mr.  Ponfonby,  Mr. 
.Curran,  and  the  whole  Court,  that  the  clothes  were  ordered  by  GENTLE- 
MEN ?  Who  were  those  centlemen  ?  Did  not  this  villain  perjure 
himfelf  anew  on  the  trial  ? 

During  this  alarming  time,  before  the  trial  of  our  friends,  were  there  not 
reports  fpread  to  intimidate  others  of  our  body  ?  Was  not  Mr.  Byrne, 
threatened  ?  The  prefence  of  that  gentleman  witholds  me  from  dating  his 
known  character,  his  fortune,  and  his  fervices  to  the  commerce  and  revenues 
of  his  country. — Was  there  not  alfo  threatened  another  gentleman,*  whofe 
abfence  in  the  country  enables  me  to  fey  what  we  all  think  of  him  ?— -  A  man 
of  as  much  honour,  truth,  integrity,  and  friendfhip,  as  this  or  any  nation 
can  boaft  ;  a  man  who,  from  his  youth,  has  fpent  his  time  in  acts  of  benevo- 
lence to  his  fellow-citizens. — Even  I  was  threatened  ;  but  with  fuch  men,  I 
felt  myfelf  honoured  in  being  included. — Had  any  of  us,  to  efcape  a  prifon, 
fled  or  concealed  ourfelves,  then  your  enemies  might  cry  out  that  there  was 
a  prefumptive  evidence  of  fome  plot ;  that  confcious  guilt  made  us  fly.— 
Your  character,  and  our  own  honour,  determined  us  at  all  events,  to  face 
the  dorm  ;  but  when  our  brethren  at  Drogheda  and  Navan  efcaped  the  fnare, 
it  put  a  flop  to  the  fcheme  of  Plots. 

The  country  remained  filent,  but  not  put  down  by  thefe  attempts ;  at 
length  we  were  delivered  from  the  horrors  of  that  adminiflration,  and  comfor- 
ted and  cheered  by  the  appointment  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam. — In  his  fhort  flay 
among  us,  we  were  again  perfuaded,  that  diflrufl,  and  bitternefs,  and  perfe- 1 
cution  would  ceafe,  and  that  the  remnants  of  the  penal  code  that  keeps  difcord 
alive,  would  be  for  ever  removed. — The  cup  was  thus  again  brought  to  our 
lips,  only  to  be  dalhed  away  a  Second  time. 

Whether 
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Whether  the  hiftory  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  in  their  conduct,  bears 
any  referablance  to  the  hiftory  of  America,  of  Brabant,  or  of  Holland,  I 
cannot  fay  ;  but  if  it  does,  the  (imilarity  holds  only  while  they  had  recourfe 
to  conftitutional  redrefs.  To  thefe  only  the  Catholics  have  reforted,  or  will 
1  hope,  refort — and  would  it  not  be  equally  wife  and  juft  if  Minifters 
would  prove  to  the  world,  that  they  are  ready  to  redrefs  the  grievance 
of  thofe  who  will  make  ufe  of  no  force  but  that  of  reafon  and  of  argu- 
ment ?  Will  they  give  by  treaty  to  America  more  than  Ireland  a(ks  ?  and 
will  it  not  be  better  to  attach  Ireland  by  affection,  and  by  intereft,  than  by 
feverity,  or  attempts  by  putting  her  down — to  alienate  her  ?  Let  us  a£k, 
which  of  thofe  modes  will  gratify  moft  his  Majefty's  enemies,  or  thofe  who 
have  the  Government  of  France?  How  rejoiced  will  they  be,  if  they  hear 
that  a  Britifh  Minifter  is  unneceflarily  and  wantonly  difgufting  a  brave  and 
populous  country  ;  but  it  cannot  be  !  Let  us  confide  in  our  Parliament,  and 
in  the  King  of  Ireland  to  repair  this  raihnefs  ;  they  are  the  bell:  friends  to 
both,  who  remove  difcontents,  and  unite  the  people — for  the  true  ftrengtb 
of  Ireland,  and  the  beft  fecurity  for  its  connection  is  to  make  the  people  hap* 
py  and  content.    , 

I  have  to  relate  one  more  objection  made  in  England  to  your  Emancipa- 
tion. It  was  reported  there  irn  fome  perfon  taking  advantage,  even  of  his 
Majefty's  virtues,  of  his  known^£eal  for  religion  and  morality,  had  attempted 
to  infinuate  that  your  total  Emancipation  was  inconfiftent  with  the  coronation 
oath.  Surely  none  but  a  Jacobin,  or  a  maker  of  Jacobins,  would  propagate 
fuch  an  opinion.  I  cannot  conceive  that  any  friend  to  the  Crown- — or  to  co- 
ronations— or  to  Monarchs— -Would  inftil  into  their  fubjecls  an  apprehension 
that  coronation  oaths  were  inconfiftent  with  their  liberty  and  happinefs ;  but 
Jet  not  Catholics  give  credit  to  fuch  incendiaries ;  one  facl:  or  two  will  put 
this  out  of  doubt.  Is  the  Conftitution  of  Canada  inconfiftent  with  the  coro- 
nation oath  ?  Certainly  not.  Is  not  the  Conftitution  of  the  new  acquired 
kingdom  of  Corfica,  confident  with  the  coronation  oath,  where  the  Officers, 
Judges,  and  Parliament,  are  Cathofics,  and  not  of  the  moil  liberal  call,  for 
they  are  of  the  Italian  fchocl  ?  And  can  it  be  believed  that  the  Corficans  mail 
poftefs  privileges  from  which  the  faithful  Irifh  are  to  be  debarred  ? — It  can- 
not be.— ^What  is  their  fuperior  claim  ?  How  many  millions  annually  will 
Corfica  grant  in  aid  of  the  empire  or  of  the  war  r*  Not  a  milling.  How 
many  hundred  thoufand  pounds  will  herabfentees  fpend  in  England  ?  I  fancy 
not  fufficient  to  fupport  a  Cook's  (hop. 

Has  Corfica  fent  120,000  men  ?  Has  (he  fent  a  fingle  regiment  to  fight 
the  battles  of  England  in  Germany  ?  Did  they  man  one-third  of  the  navy 
on  the  ift  of  June  ?  or  will  they  ever  man  a  (ingle  cutter  in  her  fervice  ? 

Can  it  then  be  poflible  that  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  will  be  denied  a  (hare 
in  their  own  Conftitution,  when  without  difficulty  fuch  a  conftitution  is  gua- 
ranteed and  allowed  to  Corfica,  more  efpecially  when  it  is  the  defire  of  our 
illuftrious  and  affe&ionate  Proteftant  countrymen  ? 

I  have  now  done,  and  (hall  only  add,  that  our  prefent  demand  is  juft,  mo- 
derate, and  humble  ;  It  is  that  we  may  obtain  an  equal  intereft  in  the  de- 
fence of  the  Conftitution  of  our  country,  by  an  equal  participation  'in  it? 
bleflings. 


[In  the  courfe  of  Mir,  KeOch's  fpeech  a  great  body  of  the  Students  of  the 
XJniverftty,  who  had  been  that  day  to  prefent  an  Addrefs  to  Mr.  Grattan  ap- 
peared, and  were  received  with  the  mofl  enthuftafiic  acclamations — every  man 
was  eager  to  inconvenience  himfelf  jor  their  accommodation — they  were  placed 
in  the  front  of  the  meeting,  and  upon  their  taking  their  feats,  a  jrefh  burfi  of 
acclamation  arofe'fhat  Jhook  the  edifice  to  its  foundation.  It  was  a  mo  ft  inte- 
refling  fpeclacle,  and  powerfully  agitated  the  befi  feelings  oj  the  human  heart— » 
many  fhed  tears,  but  they  were  tears  of  rapture. —When  the  enthufiafm  of  the 
Jlffembly  had  fomewhat  abated,  Mr.  Keogh  proceeded  to  congratulate  that  meet- 
ing, and  the  whole  nation,  on  the  glorious  fpe Bade  which  then  prefented  it f elf  to 
their  view,  the  firongefl  proof,  the  fureji  pledge  of  that  fpirit  of  union  fo  be- 
neficial to  the  Catholics,  fo  effential  to  Ireland.  If  they  could  want  any  additional 
incentive  to  their  wifb  to  cultivate  the  ajfeclions  of  their  Protefiant  brethren, 
they  would  find  it  in  their  generous  patriotifm,  the  glozuing  liberality  of  the 
rifing  generation,  the  learned  and  ingenuous  youth  of  Ireland,  the  future  legif- 
lators  of  the  land,  whofe  early  and  uncorrupted  fpirit  of  patriotifm  had  induced 
them  on  that  day  to  exhibit  fo  fir  iking  a  proof  of  juflice,  liberality  and  wifdom  ; 
they  would  find  it,  where  they  had  from  the  originating  of  the  Catholic  quefiion 
ever  found  it,  in  the  uniform  and  fieady  fupport  of  their  friends  in  Belfafi,  men 
who  had  afked  for  the  complete  Emancipation  f^he  Catholics,  at  a  time  when 
they  durfi  fcarcely  venture  to  afk  any  thing  ^br  themfelves  ;  who  had  defended 
their  caufe  with  irreftfiible  force  of  argument  and  fervor  of  truth  ;  who  vied 
with  each  other,  clergy  and  laity,  who  fhould  be  foremofi  in  the  glorious  contefi 
cf  re  flaring  to  their  jufi  rights  three  millions  oj  their  oppreffed  and  unhappy  coun- 
trymen, and  thereby  raifing  Ireland  to  her  jufi  rank  among  the  nations  of  the 
earth. — The  example  of  that  great  and  liberal  body  had  been  followed,  and  now 
there  was  but  one  fentiment  in  the  land — the  nation  was  united,  and,  for  the  fir ft 
time,  Irifhmen  were  one  peoplc^that  union  he  hailed  as  the  furefi  pledge  of  the 
Emancipation  of  the  Catholics— and  the  firength—the  glory —and  the  happinefs  of 
Ireland, 

Dr.  M'NEVEN.  At  the  time  we  Iafr.  afTembled  in  this  place  to  prepare 
an  addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  conveying  to  him  afTurances  of  the  fidelity  and 
attachment  of  three  millions  of  his  fubjects ;  in  a  period  too  when  fo  many 
dangers  invefl  his  throne,  I  had  formed  hopes,  that  when  we  mould  meet 
again  it  would  only  be  to  pour  out  to  him  the  efFufions  of  an  ardent  and 
heart-felt  gratitude,  for  the  favours  which  we  prefumed  to  folicit,  and  well 
deferved.  But  although  our  allegiance  to  our  King  mall  ever,  as  it  ought, 
remain  unfhaken  and  unaltered,  we  meet  this  day  under  the  certainty,  that 
no  fatisfa&ory  anfwer  could  be  obtained  in  England  ;  and  under  the  preva- 
lency  of  a  report  univerfally  believed,  that  his  confidential  fervants  on  this 
fide,  mean  to  refill  our  Emancipation.  I  was  fanguine  enough  to  flatter  my- 
felf  that  our  loyalty  for  an  age,  the  juflice  of  our  caufe,  the  importance  of 
our  ferviees  in  his  Majefty's  fleets  and  armies,  the  treafure  we  expended,  and  . 
the  blood  we  fhed  for  him,  would  have  rifen  in  our  behalf,  and  imprefled  the 
Royal  mind.  I  could  little  think  that  Minifters  would  become  intolerant 
as  the  times  grew  liberal ;  that  what  the  patriotifm  of  our  Proteflant  coun- 
trymen would  willingly  confer,  an  Englilh  Cabinet  mould  dare  to  fruftrate. 
But  fuch  is  the  fate  of  Ireland.     The  Catholic  is  confined  within  a  narrower 
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circle,  of  which  you  every  where  fee  the  limits;  the  ProteStant  has  a  wider 
range,  but  in  reality  is  as  much  imprifoned.  Hitherto  he  has  been  honoured 
with  ivhe  office  of  gaoler  to  the  Catholic,  and  therefore  thought  himfelf  free  ; 
but  touched  at  length  with  a  fetife  of  juStice,  he  wishes  to  enlarge  his  captive, 
and  then  perceives  an  external  barrier,  and  feels  that  he  is  himfelf  no  tefe 
retrained. 

When  I  confider  the  fmallnefs  of  the  conceffion  we  folicit— that  it  natu* 
rally  flows  from  the  acquisitions  we  have  made,  and  that  all  clafles  and  de« 
fcriptions  of  our  countrymen,  thofe  only  excepted  who  live  upon  monopoly 
and  the  continuation  of  abufes,  are  eager  and  folicitous  for  that  broad  meafure 
and  healing  policy— the  Emancipation  of  the  Catholics.  I  can  find  no  mo- 
tive for  its  reje&ion,  fave  only  the  old'  and  profligate  practice  of  fomenting 
difunion  amongft  the  people  of  Ireland.  But  its  enemies  mall  be  difappointed  ; 
we  will  not  be  difunited  from  our  countrymen,  nor  our  countrymen  from  us; 
becaufe  a  power  that  is  foreign  and  hoStile  to  both  would,  for  its  own  pur- 
pofes,  retain  us  in  different  conditions.  Catholic  Emancipation  may  be  re- 
fufed,  bat  the  Catholic  cannot  be  prevented  from  relinquishing  a  minor  con- 
sideration, and  meeting  his  fellow-citizens  in  the  purfuit  of  a  Still  more  mo- 
mentous object,  one  that  will  equally  emancipate  him,  with  the  additional 
confolation  that  it  will  free  his  country — a  radical  reform  in  theHoufe 
of  Commons.  Catholic  Emancipation  is  Irifli  union,  becaufe,  by  that  event^ 
every  ground  of  difference  is  removed  ;  the  rejection  of  it  will  unite  Irish- 
men no  lefs,  for  the  Catholic  will  no  longer  feek  a  partial  freedom, — But  a 
purfuit  in  which  we  have  been  fo  long  engaged,  it  is  firft  our  duty  to  bring 
to  a  final  decifion. 

We  mud  manifeft  to  our  brethren  a  perfeverance  unwearied,  whilfl  it 
could  be  honourable  or  fuccefsful— and  prefent  to  our  opponents,  for  the 
laft  time,  that  caufe  of  true  policy  and  juftice,  which  has  found  advocates  in 
all  the  liberal  and  enlightened,  and  has  left  no  impartial  man  its  enemy  ;  that 
fo  we  may  acquit  ourfelves,  and  the  confequences  of  its  failure  may  remain 
with  the  proper  authors.  On  this  account  and  notwithstanding,  the  kind  of 
reception  given  to  our  Delegates,  and  the  reports  that  are  abroad,  I  am  for 
immediately  proceeding  upon  the  petitions  of  fo  many  millions  as  at  this  mo» 
ment  heap  the  floor  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  It  is  a  Sinister  project  which 
would  defer  this  great  quem'on  until  after  the  war— for  fure  I  am,  that  the 
hour  of  England's  calamity  is  the  feafon  of  our  fuccefs.— Such  has  been  ever- 
more the  nature  of  the  EngliSh  Government,  that  the  lofTes  and  misfortunes 
of  the  empire  were  neceiTary  to  the  welfare  of  an  Irifli  fubje£fc.  When  were 
you  permitted  to  hold  long  leafes  and  purchafe  lands.  Not  until  defeat  and 
difgrace  had  humbled  EngliSh  tyranny  in  America.  When  did  Ireland  refume 
a  free  trade,  and  the  independence  of  her  legislature  ?  During  the  dtfafters 
of  the  American  war.  We  received  no  favour  or  indulgence  from  England 
but  what  from  necefTity  She  was  forced  to  grant,  and  endeavoured  with  the 
firft.  return  of  profperity  to  retra6t.— She  manifested  an  equal  contradiction 
in  her  fentiments  and  conduct  towards  the  Catholic  and  his  country.  The 
immunities  and  protection  of  the  laSt  bill,  were  attempted  to  be  frustrated  by 
the  fyftem  of  exclufionand  feverities  that  followed  ;  as  the  independence  /he 
was  constrained  to  recognize  in  the  declaration  of  rights,  She  endeavoured  to 
take  back  in  the  pr/opofitions*    The  acquisition  of  the  elec&ve  franchife  is  the 
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fruit  of  the  prefent  difaftrous  war,  obtained  after  the  hordes  6f  confederated 
defpots,  had  fled  before  the  armies  of  Liberty.  Employ  then  the  prefent  op- 
portunity to  obtain  the  remainder  of  your  rights. 

Away  with  every  filly  fcruple— our  honour  and  our  pride  mould  be  to  break 
our  fetters,  remove  the  ftigma  of  degradation,  and  aiTert  the  freedom  of  our 
country.  Did  we  wait  in  filent  acquiefcence  until  peace  mould  return,  until 
the  locks  of  Sampfon  mould  be  renovated,  and  reAore  the  dettructive  vigour 
of  his  arm,  we  mould,  indeed,  difregard  the  lefTons  of  experience,  erafethe 
records  of  our  memory,  fufpend  the  ordinary  faculties  of  combination— all 
of  which  proclaim  this  fact,  that  an  age  of  pailive  loyalty  was  requited  with 
cold  approbation  and  continued  cppreffion,  but  that  from  the  firlt  moment 
you  difplayed  firmnefs  and  fpirit,  your  condition  began  to  improve. 

To  me  the  policy  of  England  appears  to  be  this :  to  maintain  a  Proteftant 
Afcendancy  party,  which  fhallbe  folely  employed  in  preferving  its  own  little 
fuperiority  ;  and  a  Catholic  party  to  be  occupied,  fefllon  after  feffion,  in 
looking  up  to  Government  for  Emancipation  :  that  thus  the  people,  diffracted 
about  different  objects,  and  a  counterpoife  to  one  another,  may  not  have 
time,  or  power,  or  inclination  to  atchieve  any  thing  for  Ireland. 

But,  thank  God,  the  mift  of  religious  bigotry  is  fail:  difperfing,  and  fuch 
ciumfy  machinery  no  longer  eludes  the  public  eye.  Neither  the  Catholic  or 
Proteftant  will  endure  to  be  duped  by  a  confpiracy  fo  injurious  to  both.  But 
the  moment  the  irrefiftable  union  of  Irilhmen  is  likely  to  become  ferviceable 
to  the  country,  we  are  appiized  from  authority,  that  their  parliament  mufl 
be  funk  and  exnnguiihed  in  the  legiflature  of  another  kingdom ;  and  thus, 
Ireland  be  precluded  for  ever  from  attaining  that  rank  amongtt  nations,  to 
which  nature  had  called  her  by  her  extent  and  population,  theproduclivenefs 
of  her  foil,  and  the  genius  of  her  inhabitants.  Then  adieu,  the  fublime  and 
difinterefted  attachment  which  identifies  man  with  his  country  j  adieu  to 
generous  exertion  and  heroic  enterprise. 

What  more  than  afelfifh  gratification  can  be  the  object  of  his  purfuit,  who 
becomes  an  ifofated  being,  that  great  family  difperfed  in  which  mingled  fo 
many  kindred  affections — to  which  the  patriot  proudly  devotes  his  fervices, 
and  which  mares  with  him  its  glory  ;  adieu  the  national  renown,  which  gave 
rank  to  every  member  of  the  community,  that  partnerfhip  in  generations, 
which  il'uftrates  with  the  deeds  of  other  days,  and  honours  by  the  virtues  of 
the  hallowed  dead  ! 

More  fatal  could  not  be  the  confequences  of  a  conqueft  ;  a  conqueit  which 
I  do  not  dread  over  the  valour  of  our  people — but  which  the  breath  of  flander 
prefumes  to  inflnuate  may  be  bought  from  the  venality  of  Parliament  ;  but 
Parliament  is  incompetent  to  fuch  an  act  of  national  fuicide.  Can  the  crea- 
ture of  the  people,  with  parricidal  arm,  deflroy  the  author  of  its  exiltence  ? 
The  attempt  would  be  high  treafon  againit  the  nation,  and  put  it  out  of  the 
protection  of  focietv. 

A  Union  would  not  give  you  a  free  trade,  but  it  would  again  enable  an 
Engiifti  King  to  aflure  his  Commons,  that  he  would  do  all  in  his 
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ton,  and  all  the  manufa&ures  you  polTefs.  It  would  leave  of  the  city  of  Dub- 
lin but  a  fplendid  ruin  ;  inftead  of  Commerce  crowding  the  port,  an  odd  bark 
might  convey,  occafionally,  to  your  more,  the  inquifitive  traveller,  who 
wifhed  to  view  the  monuments  of  former  profperity,  and  to  learn  upon  the 
fpot  the  difference  between  the  imperial  metropolis  of  a  free  commercial  nation 
—and  the  fallen  and  impoverifhed,  and  crumbling  capital  of  a  province.  A 
Union  with  England  would  be  a  Union  with  the  incumbrances  of  diffipation— - 
with  the  frenzy  of  incorrigible  ambition;  a  Union  ruinous  to  Ireland  in  every 
fhape  and  point  of  view,  and  only  ufeful  to  thofe  who  already  hate  and 
deipife  her  ;  a  Union,  it  is  true,  which  would  bring  the  Britiih  Minifter 
a  great  accejflion  of  complaifant  voters ;  a  Union  againfl  which  every  Free- 
man of  either  this  country  or  England  mould  raife  his  hand,  as  equally  fub- 
verfive  of  the  liberties  of  both,  and  which  would  effectually  leave  the  Britifh 
Parliament  but  a  houfe  for  regiftering  the  King's  edicts. 

If  this  Union,  fo  confidently  fpoken  of,  and  to  my  apprehenfion  fo  clearly 
intimated  in  Lord  Fitzwilliam's  letter,  be  only  held  out  as  a  ftate  artifice,  to 
indifpofe  againfl  us  our  Proteilant  countrymen,  as  if  it  were  to  be  the  price 
of  our  Emancipation  ;  we  alTure  them,  for  ever,  and  for  ever,  that  we  re- 
nounce it  upon  fuch  terms. 

That  would  not  be  freedom  to  the  Catholic  which  would  only  give  him  a 
community  of  ilavery  :  but  if  the  Britifh  Cabinet  lhall  ferioufly  venture  to  dis- 
regard the  opinion  of  a  united  nation,  to  refill:  the  Catholic  and  deny  the  Pro- 
tectant, let  it  not  deceive  itfelf,  we  have  the  means  of  retaliation.  Who 
does  not  remember  the  effe£t  of  the  non-importation  agreement  ?  What  it  has 
done  here,  and  what  in  America  ?  Nor  will  any  of  you  doubt  but  the  fenfe 
of  injury  and  a  juft  revenge  would  caufe  it  to  be  again  adopted. 

A  great  proportion  of  the  army  and  navy  confifts  of  Irifh  Catholics. 
Why  may  not  England  be  made  to  feel  the  efficiency  of  their  inaction  ?  How 
would  the  fufferings  of  poor  Hyland,  and  the  lafh  of  military  execution  fuf- 
pended  over  confcience,  recommend  the  fervice  to  our  peafantry  ?  May  not 
thefe  brave  fellows  be  informed  of  the  real  truth,  that  their  valour,  employed 
in  the  caufe  of  ftrangers,  terminates  only  in  the  degradation  of  their  brethren 
and  themfelves  ?  that  when  they  obtain  a  victory  for  England,  they  prepared 
an  infult  for  their  native  land  ;  when  they  pluck  a  laurel  for  one  they  plant 
a  cyprefsfor  the  other  ?  Never  cheered  in  all  their  toils  by  the  confolation  of 
bequeathing  a  legacy  to  Irifh  fame,  their  exploits  fwell  the  reputation  of 
another  people,  and  help  to  found  its  haughty  pretentions  on  virtues  not  its 
own. 

And  thofe  degenerate  Irifhmen  who  would  pander  to  foreign  power,  let 
them  not  deceive  themfelves.  The  proudeft  dominations  has  viciffitudes  ; 
but  the  foil  and  the  people  mail  endure  forever.  Better  for  to  deferve  well 
of  their  country  than  of  Mr.  Pitt,  that  boaster,  who  never  advanced  from 
threats  to  action,  but  he  proved  that  his  arrogance  was  outdone  by  his  inca- 
pacity. Endowed  I  confefs,  wiih  abilities  enough  to  diflblve  a  patriotic  pha- 
lanx, and  feduce  that  fhadow  of  greatnefs  whom  prejudice  alone  had  placed 
at  the  head  of  a  party  he  could  not  ferve  ;  gifted  with  perfidy  enough  to  de- 
fraud him  of  the  reality  of  power,  and  of  the  recompence  of  apoftacy  ;  and 
fufficiently  fubtle  to  feduce  the  unfortunate,  who  embraced  him,  to  found  a 
new  character  upon  conftffency  in  proftitution,     A  miniffer  who  may  be  the 
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Richlieu  of  his  age — in  extending  defpotic  power,  and  putting  down  religious 
fe&aries,  but  who  never,  in  peace  or  war,  will  be  its  Sully  or  its  Chatham. 
Wit(i  every  allowance  for  the  contempt  which  England  is  pleafed  to  en- 
tertain for  us  and  for  our  countrymen  ;  it  can,  however  be  nothing  ihort  of 
the  utmoft  rafhnefs  and  infatuation,  in  a  moment  fo  perilous  to  the  Empire, 
to  alienate  the  affections  of  the  united  people  of  Ireland.  But  what  have  we 
to  expect  at  another  period — if  fhe  will  run  fuch  hazards  in  the  midft  of  a 
moil  unfuccefsfu!  war  ?  Her  Continental  army  deftroyed  by  the  fword  of  the 
enemy  ;  her  Weft  India  army  wafted  by  difeafe,  and  baffled  by  that  glorious 
and  immortal  decree  which  gave  freedom  to  the  Blacks,  and  is  alone  fuffici- 
ent  to  wreft  from  her  all  her  conquefts ;  her  naval  army — her  boafted  bul- 
wark, from  which  not  Infh  gallantry  nor  Irifh  numbers  could  be  well  fpared 
on  the  fiift  of  June,  difabled  by  the  effects  of  that  dreadful,  and  I  fear  omi- 
nous conflict,  from  appearing  for  whole  months  upon  the  feas,  vvhilft  her 
enemy,  difplaying  more  prompt  refources,  commits  depredations  upon  her 
in  her  own  channel.  What  may  we  not  expecl  from  the  madnefs  of  her 
returning  profperity,  when  amidft  the  wreck  of  all  her  greatnefs,  by  a  treat- 
ment equally  irritating  and  unjuft,  fhe  feems  to  folicit  infurreclion  amongfl 
the  people,  or  to  command  a  dereliction  of  their  rights  ! 

But  no  where  in  the  annals  of  mankind  could  I  learn  it  was  wife  to  try  the 
full  extent  of  a  people's  patience.  A  people  whom  union  has  made  power- 
ful, and  common  danger  taught  to  co-operate.  For  it  is  no  longer  a  queftion 
between  the  Catholic  and  Proteftant,  a  demand  of  rights — and  a  felfifhnefs  to 
retain  them  ;  it  is  that  queftion  in  which  the  Catholic  and  Proteftant  mufl 
coalefce  and  agree — muft  concur  and  aflift,  to  fave  the  liberty  of  the  nation 
from  foreign  encroachment,  and  its  treafure  from  domeftic  rapine.  By  a  late 
event  the  mafk  is  completely  torn  off.  When  the  wifhes  of  ALL  the  people 
are  declared  in  vain,  we  cannot  be  at  a  lofs  to  drfcover  from  what  quarter 
the  oppofijon  proceeds. 

The  moment  is  at  hand  when  the  world  fhall  know  how  to  eftimate  the 
connection  of  both  countries,  and  the  independence  of  our  ftate :  whether 
they  be  the  interefts  of  Ireland  that  fhall  prevail  in  her  own  Senate,  or  the 
inftructions  of  an  Englifh  agent.  The  problem  will  be  now  refolved,  whe- 
ther Ireland  is  a  free  and  imperial  nation,  or  only  an  outlying  province  to 
Great  Britain-— a  mere  draw-farm  to  nurfe  her  army,  fupply  her  navy,  and 
confume  her  manufactures.  We  fhall  fee  for  what  purpofe  it  is  that  we  run 
all  the  hazards  of  her  ambition,  and  incur  every  danger  which  her  folly  or 
her  avarice  prompts  her  to  provoke.  Without  her,  we  would  have  had  an 
equal  deftiny  with  fome  of  the  mod  refpectable  nations  in  Europe  ;  we  would 
have  at  leaft  held  that  fortunate  ftate  of  mediocrity  which,  amongft  nations, 
as  well  as  individuals,  is  meft  conducive  td  human  happinefs,  improvement, 
and  virtue  :  prefenting  too  formidable  a  front  to  be  with  impunity  attacked, 
and  too  wife,  as  well  as  too  incapable  to  be  feduced  into  an  aggreifion  againft 
others  ;  pofieflingthe  fame  condition  of  uninterrupted  induftry  in  which  prof- 
per  the  Swifs  Cantons,  the  Republic  of  Venice,  the  States  of  America,  and 
which  Holland  enjoyed  until  fhe  was  ruined  by  Englifh  protection.  It  is  the 
protection  of  England  which  has  taken  away  Our  regular  army  to  be  employed 
in  her  impious  crufade,  and  put  the  country  to  the  expence  of  raifing  a  mi- 
litia army  for  its  defence.    Her  protection  has  not  left  you  a  port  from  Bil- 
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boa  to  the  Baltic,  and  involved  you  in  a  war  in  which,  had  (he  been  fuccefs* 
fuj — had  not  the  judgment  of  GOD  overtaken  her — fhe  would  have  the 
power,  and,  I  doubt  not,  the  inclination,  to  rivit  your  bolts  for  ever,  as  well 
as  to  annihilate  the  little  that  remains  of  the  liberties  of  her  own  people.— 
Her  protection  has  been  well  compared  to  that  of  the  exalted  oak  in  the 
thunder  ftorm,  to  the  unphilofophic  clown,  who  feeks  its  made  ;  the  tree 
ferves  to  conduct  more  unerringly  the  lightning's  force  upon  his  head. 

I  have  heard  of  the  Pruffian  protecting  Saxony  in  the  feven  years  war,  by 
expelling  the  Electoriai  Family  ;  forcing  the  inhabitants  into  his  army— ap- 
propriating the  taxes,  and  impollng  heavy  contributions,  in  order  to  fave  it, 
in  his  great  gbodnefs  from  falling  a  province  to  Auftria.  We  have  feen  the 
Ruffian  extend  her  protection  to  Poland,  and  fend  her  apoftle,  Suwarrow,  to 
Warfaw,  to  preach  the  blefh'ngs  of  order  and  good  government,  and  fave  it 
from  Jacobinifm  and  the  French— but  open  the  pages  of  your  hiftory,  and 
neither  the  humane  Frederick  nor  the  pious  Catherine  fhall  ftand  a  compari- 
fon  in  kindnefs  with  the  liberal  protection  of  our  fifter  countrv. 

But  although  my  credulity  is  at  end,  and  I  form  no  expectation  from  Eng- 
lish gratitude  or  Englifh  juftice,  I  well  know  they  are  a  calculating  race,  and 
will  balance  the  difference  between  your  good-will  and  your  refentment, — fo 
that  you  have  it  in  your  power  to  buy  by  acts  of  firmnefs,  that  attention  to 
your  interefts  which  no  other  confideration  will  obtain.  But  if  contrary  to 
every  principle  of  found  policy,  our  prefent  and  lad:  application  as  a  Catholic 
body,  mall  be  rejected— -rAill  I  derive  confolation  from  the  fpirit  of  harmony 
and  co-operation  which  pervades  all  fects  and  defcriptions  of  Jrifhmen.  Not 
to  mention  innumerable  inftances  of  ft  afforded  by  other  bodies— the  prefent 
unexpected  offering  brought  to  the  temple  of  Irifh  Union,  by  the  rifing  hppes 
of  their  country — the  future  ornaments  of  her  fenate,  the  future  difpenfers  of 
her  laws— is  a  teftimony  no  lefs  flattering  than  important.  By  our  divifions 
have  we  been  enflaved,  by  our  union  we  muft  be  freed.  Under  this  impref- 
fion  I  fhall  move  you  the  following  refoulutions.  [See  third  and  fourth  refo- 
lutions  in  the  latter  part  of  this  Book.] 

Dr.  RYAN.  The  refolution  which  was  laft  agreeed  to  concluded  by  in«i 
culcating  the  propriety  and  neceflity  of  national  union  ; — and  I  now  hold  in 
my  hand  two  other  refolutions,  which  go  to  deprecate  the  idea  of  union 
with  any  other  country.  Thefe  refolutions  I  fhall  have  the  honour  of  fubmit- 
ting  to  you  :  but  firfl:  £  muft  beg  to  exprefs  my  hearty  concurrence^  the 
vote  cf  thanks  which  was  juft  given  to  your  Deputies  for  the  zeal  and  fidelity 
with  which  they  executed  the  truft  repofed  in  ihem.  I  am  forry  they  were 
not  able  to  get  fome  information  in  London  concerning  the  intentions  of  the 
Englifh  Cabinet ; — but  what  they  could  do,  they  have  done.— They  laid  your 
petition  at  the  foot  of  the  Throne— but  the  Britifh  Minifter  did  not  condefcend 
to  give  them  an  anfwer — or  left  them  at  liberty  to  apply  for  it  to  the  new 
Adrntniftration  ;   or  in  other  words  to  thofe  againft  whom  they  petitioned. 

Whether  the  conduct  of  the  Britifh  Minifter  in  this  inftance  was  marked 
with  wifdom  or  folly,  I  will  not  pretend  to  determine  ;  but  this  I  know,  that 
in  treatifes  on  Government  and  Politics  which  were  formerly  confidered  as 
authorities,  but  which  muft  now,  I  fuppofe,  be  given  up  as  luperanuated  and 
ufelefs,  it  is  laid  down  as  an  axiom  that  an  interchange  of  opinion  and  fenti- 
ment  between  rulers  and  fubjects  is  the  beft  fecurity  not  only  for  the  liberties 
of  the  latter,  but  alfo  for  their  obedience.  It 
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It  is  true  that  the  right  of  the  fubjecT:  to  petition  may  open  a  door  to  com* 
plaints  that  are  ill-founding  in  a  courtly  ear  ; — and  it  is  equally  true  that  the 
freedom  of  the  prefs  may  pafs  into  licentioufnefs ;  but  every  idea  of  inconve-* 
nience  is  loft  in  the  manifold  and  fuperior  advantages  which  refult  from  thefe 
tights.  They  prepare  an  eafy  vent  for  the  angry  humours  of  a  nation,  and 
prevent  thofe  alarming  collections  of  difcontent  which  fometimes  appear, 
when  it  is  too  late  to  remedy  them,  in  countries  where  mens'  minds  are  in- 
cumbered with  unneceffary  reftraints. — According  to  my  conception  oF  the 
matter,  they  have  made  the  difference  between  the  manners  of  England  and 
the  manners  of  Italy  ; — they  have  converted  the  dark  and  deliberate  afTaflin 
into  an  enemy  who  does  not  fhun  the  light,  and  have,  I  will  fayf  fubftituted 
the  pen  in  place  of  the  poignard. 

Whenever  thofe  rights  mail  perifh,  the  lofs,  I  apprehend  will  be  great  both 
to  the  people  and  to  Government.  Government  will  lofe  a  criterion  to  judge 
of  the  people's  difpofnions  j  and  the  people  denied  the  benefit  of  remonftrance 
and  complaint,  will  either  remain  fullen  and  intractable,  or  will  fnatch  at 
means  to  do  themfelves  juftice,  that  no  man  can  think  of  without  horror  j 
and  furely  thofe  rights  may  be  faid  to  be  virtually  eztinguifhed,  when  the  ex-» 
ercife  of  them  is  attended  with  no  benefit,  and  when  thofe  who  petition  for 
redrefs  of  grievances  are  heard  without  being  anfwered,  or  turned  over  for  an 
anfwer  to  men  who  make  a  part  of  their  grievances. 

I  confefs  I  cannot  think  of  the  prefent  period  without  alarm. — I  cannot 
conceive  how  the  Britifh  Minifter  can  take  upon  himfelf  the  refponfibility  of 
of  the  meafures  which  are  now  purfuing  in  Ireland.  I  cannot  account  for  his 
conduct  upon  any  other  principle  but  that  of  infatuation  ;  nor  can  I  read  the 
hiftory  of  the  famous  Earl  of  Chatham,  without  lamenting  the  degeneracy 
of  the  fon,  who  combats  in  the  caufe  of  oppreffion  like  a  German  merce- 
nary, and  endeavours  to  put  down  as  far  as  he  is  able,  all  thofe  liberal  and 
lofty  fentiments  of  the  mind  to  which  his  father  owed  his  fame,  and  which 
England  owes  her  Hampdens  and  her  Sydneys. 

But  althongh  the  prefent  period  is  alarming,  I  am  far  from  giving  myfelf 
up  to  defpair.  The  oppofition  of  a  Britifh  Minifter  will  fall  before  you,  if 
you  are  faithful  to  yourfelves. — The  people  of  Ireland  can  neither  be  fwindled 
nor  enflaved,  if  they  are  not  accomplices  in  forging  their  own  chains  ;  indeed 
it  is  not  long  fince  you  were  entitled  to  the  name  of  people — it  is  only  the 
other  "tiay  that  you  ceafed  to  be  a  multitude  thrown  together  without  any 
feife  of  a  common  intereft,  without  a  common  will,  or  a  common  language  ; 
but  the  conduct  of  the  Britifh  Cabinet  has  haftened  an  event,  of  which  it  was 
not  aware.  It  has  rallied  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  ifland  under  the  fame  ftan- 
dard,  and  I  truft  you  will  long  continue  together  united  and  cernented ;  for 
it  was  by  the  difcord  of  her  people  that  this  country  loft  its  rank  and  charac- 
ter among  the  nations  of  Europe;  and  it  was  upon  the  prefumption  of  difcord 
ftill  exifting,  that  a  late  blow  was  offered  to  your  pride  and  independency. 

I  feel  the  firmtft  conviction,  that  the  Nobleman,  whofe  departure  we  all 
regret,  and  the  conciliating  temper  of  whofe  Government  would  have  done 
much  fervice  to  Ireland,  and  ftill  greater  fervice  to  the  empire,  would  not 
have  been  recalled  if  it  was  thought  that  Proteftants  were  difpofed  to  come 
forward,  fo  very  generally,  and  with  fomuch  generofity  and  fpirit  in  favour 
of  Catholics,  for  I  am  fure  the  fupport  of  forty-one  Common  Council-men, 
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though  they  derive  their  blood  from  conquerors,  arid  found  their  claims  or) 
conquer!,  would  be  no  encouragement  to  any  Minifler  to  put  his  heel  uppnj 
millions. 

I  will  not  take  upon  myfelf  to  fay,  when  you  will  be  finally  emancipated, 
but  it  is  impoflible  that  a  Britim  minifler  can  keep  you  long  in  your  prefent 
(late  of  relative  inferiority.  He  might  as  well  attempt  to  put  fetters  upon 
the  ocean.  Yourcaufe  does  not  owe  its  birth  to  the  heat  of  a  furnmer's  day.— 
Years  have  been  laying  up  the  materials  of  your  freedom. — Commerce,  and 
the  prefs,  have  gradually  extended  the  fphere,  and  increased  the  circulation 
of  knowledge,  and  when  men  know  their  rights,  they  are  half  in  pofFeffiors 
of  them.  The  influence  of  opinion  in  fociety  is  too  weighty  to  be  long  re* 
fifled  by  any  individual,  or  fet  of  individuals ;  when  once  fet  in  motion,  it 
will  not  flop  until  it  finds  its  level — if  driven  out  of  one  channel,  it  will  ap-» 
pear  in  another,  and  the  foldier  who  {lands  centinel  at  the  Palace  gate,  may 
call  to  arms,  if  he  is  ordered  to  do  fo,  but  it  will  pafs  on. 

It  is  an  error  to  fuppofe,  that  your  queflion  is  merely  a  local  one,  growing 
Out  of  the  politicks,  and  confined  to  the  limits  of  this  ifland.  Far,  very  far  from 
it ;  it  is  connected  with  principles  and  opinions  that  have  long  been  gaining 
ground,  and  gathering  flrength ;— it  grew  up  in  the  fame  foil  with  the  ques- 
tion of  Irifh  independence ;  its  roots  are  in  America — and  hiflory  will  tell 
you,  it  that  may  be  called  hiflory  which  relates  to  an  event  of  rhe  other  day, 
that  the  arm  of  a  Britifh  minitler  cannot  reach  acrofs  the  Atlantic  Jto  pull 
them  up. 

Do  not,  therefore,  attend  to  the  calumnies  and  mifreprefentations  of  your 
enemies.  Suffer  them  to  flruggle  againfl  the  chain  of  nature,  if  they  choofe 
to  do  fo— you  know  they  cannot  break  it ; — for  the  prefumption  of  man  has 
as  little  power  over  the  motions  of  the  moral  world,  as  it  has  over  the  vicif- 
fitudes  of  feafons,  and  the  interchanges  of  light  and  darknefs. 

But  I  do  not  rife  fo  much  to  argue  the  merits  of  yourcaufe,  or  to  encou* 
rage  you  by  profpe&s  of  ultimate  fuccefs,  as  to  call  upon  you  to  do  an  a£t 
of  advantage  to  yourfelves,  by  doing  an  a<5t  of  generofity  to  your  advocates 
and  fupporters ;  and  ro  give  to  the  world  a  folid  and  honourable  proof,  that 
you  are  above  all  felfifh  and  contracted  views,  and  that  you  are  as  much  alive 
to  fentiments  of  patriotifm  and  national  honour,  as  any  defcription  of  you£ 
countrymen. 

It  mufl  be  within  your  recollection,  that  when  the  Catholic  queflion  b?- 
eamethe  fubject  of  difcuffion  about  three  years  ago,  it  was  faid  by  feveral  riot 
well  difpofed  to  your  interefls,  that  the  agitation  of  it  was  encouraged  by  the 
Britifh  minifler,  in  order  to  produce  diflenfions  in  this  kingdom,  and  thereby* 
prepare  all  parties  to  acquiefce  in  an  union  with  a  fifler  kingdom. 

This  fuggeflion  did  not  make  much  imprelTion  at  the  time,  and  therefore 
was  difregarded  by  you,  and  by  your  advocates ;  but  a  letter  was  publiiheo! 
the  other  day,  entitled,  "  a  letter  from  a  venerated  Nobleman,  recently  re- 
tired from  this  country,  to  the  Earl  of  Carfifle ;"  which,  among  other  remark- 
able particulars,  contains  two  very  iTriking  psQages.  The  firfl  is  to  be  found 
in  page  14;  and  is  to  the  following  effect : — "  Then,  for  the  firfl  time  it  ap- 
"  pears  to  have  been  difcovered,  that  the  deferring  it,  (the  Catholic  queflion) 
"  would  be  not  merely  an  expediency,  or  a  thing 'TO  be  desired  for 
u  the  prefent,  but  the  means  of  doing  a  greater  fervice  to  the  Britifh  empire, 

C  u  than 


u  than  it  has  been  capable  of  receiv:ng  fince  the  Revolution,  or  at  leaftfince 
*'  the  Union."— The  fecond  is  in  page  18,  and  is  as  follows: — J*  He,  (the 
u  Secretary  of  State)  obferves,  that,  if  the  confideration  of  this  great  quef- 
"  tion  could  be  deferred  'till  the  peace  was  eftablifhed,  he  fhould  have  no 
'*  doubt  but  that  it  would  be  attended  with  advantages,  which  are  not  to  be 
.£*  hoped  for  in  any  other  fuppoieable  cafe."  It  is  unneceflary  for  me  to 
trouble  you  with  any  notions  of  mine,  concerning  the  inference  to  be  drawn 
from  thefe  paragraphs.  It  is  enough  that  the  impreifion  made  upon  the  public- 
mind,  is,  that  the  fervice  to  be  done  the  British  empire  is  an  union  of 
Ireland  with  the  fitter  kingdom ;  and  that  the  Catholic  queftion  is  to  be  de- 
ferred until  the  peace  (hall  be  eftablifhed,  when  your  acquiefcence  in  this 
meafure  may  be  obtained  by  the  conceflion  of  privileges,  which  a  few  months 
ago  there  was  reafon  to  think  this  year  would  have  put  into  your  hands ;  and 
this  letter  has  made  the  ftronger  impreflion,  and  excited  the  greater  alarm, 
becaufe  it  is  the  production  of  a  perfon  of  high  authoritv,  and  who  held  an 
high  (lation  in  this  country — and  becaufe  it  is  grounded  upon  a  correfpondence 
with  another  perfon,  who  if  not  a  director  in  the  Britifh.  Cabinet,  may  at 
leaft  be  fuppofed  to  be  in  its  fecrets.  , 

It  is  not  improbable  that  the  Britifh  Minifter  entertains  very  romantic  and 
extravagant  ideas  of  his  power,  to  bring  other  men  over  to  his  opinions,  and 
to  engage  them  in  fupport  of  his  meafures. — He  has  been  fo  much  in  the  habit 
of  wielding  and  managing  majorities,  that  he  may  fuppofe  that  he  has  only  to 
beckon,  and  that  he  will  be  followed  ;  but  I  am  difpofed  to  think  that  you  will 
not  be  very  ready  to  anfwer  his  fignals,  or  alfift  in  working  your  own  ruin,  by 
an  exchange,  which  for  every  guinea  it  took  out  of  your  Exchequer,  would 
fcarceiy  put  in  one  farthing. — It  is  good  fenfe  in  any  man  to  facrifice  his  arm 
tp  fave  the  remaining  part  of  his  body,  but  it  would  be  an  acl:  of  infanity  in 
any  man  to  ftrike  a  dagger  into  his  breafl  in  order  to  fave  his  arm  ;  and  this 
illuftration  is  perfectly  applicable  to  your  cafe. — Catholic  emancipation  is  a 
defirable  object,  but  the  independence  of  your  country  is  an  object  of  much 
more  value.;  and  you  will  not  be  fo  extravagant  as  to  give  up  the  greater  for 
tke  leffer  good. 

I  will  not  take  upon  myfelf  to  difcufs  the  queftion  of  Union  at  large,  be- 
caufe it  is  too  odious  to  be  entitled  to  the  forms  and  civility  of  debate,  even 
if  I  were  capable  of  difcufling  it.  You  all  know  what  it  means — it  means 
tiie.  annihilation  of  the  Irifh  Parliament  ;  inadequate  reprefentation  in  the 
Englifh  Parliament  ;  increafe  of  taxes ;  and  a  consequent  increafe  in  the 
Drice  of  all  the  necefTaries  of  life ;  Ireland  mortgaged  for  the  public  debt  of 
ifngland,  amounting  to  three  hundred  millions  fterling — a  furrender  on  your 
{mrt  of  all  the  bleflings  which  Providence  may  have  in  reverfion  for  pofte- 
rity  ;  and  above  all  the  total  extinction  of  the  public  mind  in  Ireland. 
\  Nations  that  are  feparaled  by  nature  are  made  for  independence,  and  not 
for, union.— They  may  be  connected  by  reciprocal  ties  of  intereft,  and  a 
common  head;.t>ut  union,  fucb  as  I  have  juft  fpoken  of,  would  be  eternal 
fuperiority  to  the  one,  and  eternal  inferiority  to  the  other. — Superiority  to 
the  country  to  which  the  feat  of  legiilative  authority  was  transferred,  and  in- 
feriority to  that  from  which  it  was  removed. 

Standing,  however,   as  we  now  do,   I  am  fanguine  enough  to.  look  for- 
ward to  the  time  when  Ireland  fhall  rife  to  a  level  with  England  j  but  if 

once 
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©nee  you  commit  yourfelves  to  the  care  cf  England,  and  wear  the  livery  of 
her  Parliament,  all  your  chances  and  profpe6ts  of  future  grandeur  and  im- 
portance are  entombed  for  ever. 

•  But  I  feel  that  I  am  waiting  time  in  proving  what  mud  appear  felf  evi- 
dent to  any  man  of  common  underflanding  ;  and  my  intention  in  obtruding 
myfeit  at  all  upon  your  patience,  was  to  give  you  an  opportunity  of  proving 
that  you  are  above  treachery  and  a  bribe. 

The  question  then  comes  to  this.  Tf  the  Britifh  Minifler  mould  come  for* 
ward  wiih  Union  in  one  hand,  and  Catholic  Emancipation  in  the  other, 
would  you  acquiefce  in  the  former  for  the  fake  of  the  latter— would  you  bar- 
ter the  rights  of  Ireland  for  Catholic  freedom  ?  [A  loud  cry  of  No  !  No  !  re- 
founded  from  every  part  of  the  meeting.]  I  know  you  would  not,  and  I  only 
put  the  queflion  in  order  that  you  may  difmifs  it  with  the  flamp  of  your  in-* 
dignation. — It  is  morally  impoflible  you  could  harbour  fuch  a  dishonourable 
intention. — The  Catholics  are  the  great  majority  of  the  people  of  Ireland  ; 
and  it  is  impoflible  that  the  majority  of  any  people  can  be  guilty  of  an  a€t  of 
treachery  to  the  land  that  gave  them  birth.  A  party  may  betray  the  people, 
but  the  people  cannot  betray  themfelves ;  for  felf  prefervation  is  the  firfllaw 
in  the  breafl:  of  nations,  as  well  as  in  the  bread  of  individuals ;  and  even  if 
you  were  to  (loop  to  fo  difgraceful  an  a£t  as  to  bargain  for  your  own  rights, 
by  felling  the  rights  of  your  countrymen,  you  would  not  long  furvive  the 
roin  or  profit  by  the  difailers  you  had  fpread  around  you.  The  Haver y  you 
caufed  would  be  communicated  to  you  back  again,  and  you  would  foon 
afcend  the  fame  hearfe  that  brought  your  country  to  the  tomb.  But  I  know 
the  honefly  of  your  nature  ;  I  know  you  will  not  purchafe  benefits  by  igno* 
miny ;  even  if  it  were  one  to  hold  your  freedom,  at  the  expence  of  your 
country  —If  you  are  to  have  the  conflitution,  you  will  fhew  yourfelves  wor* 
thy  of  it. — Let  a  Minifler  of  State  climb  to  power  by  fordid  compliances  and 
the  back-flairs,  but  it  is  below  the  dignity  of  a  people  to  climb  in  the  fame 
way. — As  for  my  own  part,  I  declare  I  mould  rather  fubmit  to  any  difgracfc 
in  my  native  country,  than  bend  my  neck  to  a  foreign  yoke- — for  it  is  better 
that  I  fhould  do  penance  for  Ireland,  than  that  Ireland  fhould  do  penance 
for  me. 

And  while  I  argue  in  this  manner  againfl  your  will  to  furreneJer  the  liber* 
ties,  and  to  fcald  the  flavery  of  prefent  and  future  generations  of  your  coun- 
trymen, I  deny  that  any  power  on  earth  has  a  right  to  do  it  for  you.  The 
public  good  is  the  end  and  deflination  of  all  government— Kings,  Parliaments, 
and  Miniflers  are  its  confervators  and  its  priefls.— They  may  have  a  power 
to  watch  over  the  public  fafety,  to  keep  the  high  roads  of  the  conftitution  in 
repair,  and  to  point  out  the  channels  through  which  its  waters  are  to  flow  4 
hut  omnipotent  in  matters  of  jurifdi&ion,  they  have  no  power  to  annihilate. 
To  (lop  up  the  fountain  of  public  life  and  happinefs;  and  to  fend  a  nation  into 
captivity,  the  hand  of  the  Almighty  is  alone  competent* 

I  am  fure  this  difpofition,  on  your  part — to  abandon  the  piiriuit  of  youf 

own  particular  queflion,  if  the  fecurity  of  Proteflants,  and  the  exiflence  of* 

your  country  fhould  require   it,   will  be  allowed  to  be  fair  and  honourable^ 

and  I  make  no  doubt  that  you  will  have  full  credit  for  it.     And  as,  on  your 

art,  you  are  ready  to  make  this  facrifice  of  youf   interefls  for  the  good  of 

roteilants,  I  trufl  they  will,  before  it  is  long,  lay  afide  the  prejudices  Which 


may  ftill  renaairi  m  <ome  of  their  minds  againft  you.  I  am  very  well  perfua* 
ded  they  will  do  fo  $  becaufe  there  is  no  longer  any  motive  for  the  contn 
nuance  of  fuch  prejudices. 

I  know  it  is  faid  that  the  character  of  the  Catholic  religion  is  intolerant, 
and  therefore  that  Catholics,  if  admitted  to  a  full  participation  of  the  rights 
find  privileges  of  the  constitution,  would  employ  their  power  in  compelling 
the  adoption  of  their  creeds.  There  is  no  idea  more  falfe;  a  religious  war 
is  one  of  the  laft  things  to  be  dreamt  of  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  mens  minds ; 
becaufe  the  enthufiafm  which  formerly  produced  fuch  wars  no  longer  exifts. 

Who  is  he  that  ferioufly  apprehends  the  return  of  fuch  a  diftempered  race 
of  bigots  and  fanatics,  as  made  their  appearance  in  the  days  of  Oliver  Crom- 
well ?  No  one,  I  am  fure.  The  phrenfy  which  gave  rife  to  them  exifts  no 
sriore  ;  and  if  any  thing  like  phrenfy  enters  into  the  tafte  of  the  prefent  day, 
it  is  of  a  very  oppofite  kind,  being  ftri&ly  and  purely  political. — Notwith- 
standing, however,  this  change  of  fentiment,  men  feem  to  think  themfelves 
called  upon  rather  to  revenge  the,  errors  of  the  laft  century,  than  to  under- 
take the  management  of  the  prefent ;  and  thus  we  are  deafened  with  daily 
fbouts  againft  Popery— as  if  fuch  a  thing  were  really  in  exiftence. — And, 
indeed,  if  you  look  back  to  former  periods  of  hiftory,  you  will  find  that  in 
all  contefts,  or  nearly  in  all  contefts,  concerning  creeds,  interest  was  the 
teal  motive— and  religion  only  the  pretext.  It  was  the  union  of  politics 
with  religion  that  foured  the  temper,  and  clofed  up  the  hearts  of  fe&aries 
againft  one  another  ;  and,  therefore,  the  character  of  religionifls  is  rather  to 
be  fought  for  in  their  civil  hiftory,  than  in  the  particular  tenets  of  their  faith. 

The  Chriftian  religion  no  where  prefcribes  force  as  as  an  inftrument  of  con- 
verfton  ;  but  the  profefforsof  each  form  of  Chriftianity  being  men,  and  fub- 
je&  to  the  frailties  of  men,  have  all,  in  their  turn,  been  vindictive  and  intole- 
rant ;  and  this  I  conceive  to  have  arifen  from  the  fyftems  of  favouritifm  and 
hoftility  which  European  governments  have  thought  proper  to  employ,  with 
regard  to  different  religious  claftes  of  men. 

Power  is  too  valuable  in  itfelf,  and  t©o  fafcinating  to  the  mind  to  be  eafily 
relinquifhed  ;  and,  if  one  party  be  inverted  with  it,  to  theexclufion  of  ano- 
ther-^-it  is  not  furpriftng  there  fhould  be  fufpicion  on  one  fide,  and  djfcontent 
on  the  other  :  fufpicion  on  the  fide  of  the  favoured  party— and  difcontent  on 
the  fide  of  the  party  excluded.  The  animolity  of  fe&s  I  do  not  conceive  to 
have  proceeded  from  a  difference  of  opinion  on  abftra6fc  and  fpeculative  points, 
but  from  the  temporal  rewards  which  were  referved  for  certain  modes  of  re- 
ligious belief,  and  the  penalties  that  were  impofed  upon  others.  And,  ac«* 
cordingly,  we  find  that  the  manners  and  conduct  of  feds  varied  juft  as  they 
happened  to  be  placed  high  or  low  in  the  feale  of  political  favour  and  protect 
tion ;  and  that  their  language,  or  rather  the  language  of  their  leaders,  was, 
in  many  refpe&s  the  language  of  men  in  or  out  of  power. 

Thofe  who  were  connected  with  the  ftate  were,  like  all  men  confcious  of 
flrength  and  protection,  haughty,  dogmatic,  and  inquifitoriaf.  As  they  had 
Jittle  to  gsin,  and  much  to  lofe  by  a  departure  from  rigid  and  lofty  maxims, 
they  made  their  ftand  behind  prefcriptjon  and  precedent,  and  declaimed  a- 
g-auu}  innovation,  not  only  in  ecclefiaftical,  but  alfo  in  civil  concerns;  and 
when  Spiritual  weapons  did  not  afford  them  fufficient  fecurity,  they  did  not 
hefitate  to  call  in  the  aid  of  the  Tegular  arm.  This  was  certainly  intolerance ; 

but 
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but  it  was  the  intolerance  of  power  and  office  ;  for  though  the  object  to  be 
defended  had  a  relation  to  religion,  yet  the  motive  which  fuggefted  fo  much 
preparation  againft  danger,  was  a.  wordly  and  temporal  one.  With  regard 
to  thofe  fe<5ts  who  were  out  of  the  pale  of  courtly  protection,  as  they  had 
different  views,  fo  they  had  different  principles :— having  withdrawn  them- 
felves  from  eftablifhed  authority,  they  aiTerted  the  right  of  private  opinion  ; 
and  not  having  the  benefit  of  prefcription  and  ufage  in  their  favour,  they 
appealed  to  the  immutable  principles  of  natural  juftice,  and  the  original  rights 
of  human  nature.  What  they  afked  for  themfelves  they  could  hardly  refufe 
to  others,  particularly  while  they  were  carrying  on  their  canvass  -9  and 
—therefore  from  neceffity  as  well  as  choice,  they  became  advocates  for  tole- 
ration, and  thus  the  competition  for  power,  pre-eminence  and  fway — and  not 
the  genius  of  any  form  of  religion,  led  the  way  to  perfecution  and  oppreffion. 

If  it  be  alledged  that  Catholics,  under  the  fame  circumflances  with  other 
fe&s,  have  been  more  intolerant,  I  deny  it,  and  the  penal  laws  will  be  my 
proof;  laws  which  were  more  fevere  and  more  deflru&ive,  than  all  the  in- 
quifition  courts  of  Spain  or  Italy. 

But  the  intemperance  of  feds  is  at  an  end — and  againfl  the  diforders  which 
they  formerly  occalloned,  I  fee  a  ftrong  barrier  in  the  fpirit  of  the  prefent 
times,  and  in  the  fenfe  fo  generally  prevalent  that  to  inflift  penalties  on  reli- 
gious opinions  is  both  improper  and  ufelefs— improper,  becaufe  no  one  has 
a  right  to  ftep  in  between  man  and  his  Creator ;  and  ufelefs,  becaufe  it  is 
now  known  that  to  punifh  opinions  is  to  make  them  more  obftinate.  1  have 
as  little  idea  that  men  will  again  relapfe  into  theological  difputes  as  that  they 
willrelapfe  into  the  errors  of  paganifm  ; — and  I  will  fay  that  I  have  reafon  to 
think  that  Catholics,  fo  far  from  being  willing  to  fubvert  one  eftablifhment  in 
order  to  fubftitute  their  own  in  its  place ;— would  not,  if  all  eftablifhments 
were  levelled  to  the  ground,  defTre  or  confent  to  build  up  an  exclusive  efta- 
blifhment for  their  own  clergy  and  their  creeds. 

-  And  if  a  further  argument  is  deilred  to  prove  that  religious  prejudices,  if 
not  altogether  removed,  are  in  a  (late  of  rapid  decline,  I  find  it  in  the  very 
place  where  I  now  addrefs  you. — I  find  it  in  the  appearance  here  to-day  of  fo 
many  refpe&able  perfons  of  the  Proteftant  communion — and  particularly  in 
the  viflt  with  which  we  have  been  honoured  by  the  gentlemen  of  the  Univer- 
fity.  Their  anceftors  and  our  anceftors  were  unfortunately  at  variance,  and 
Ireland  fell  in  the  conteft ; — but  they  are  come  here  to  fign  a  truce,  and  to 
abjure,  as  I  do,  and  as  I  am  fure  we  all  do  from  the  bottom  of  our  hearts, 
the  remembrance  of  ancient  hoftility. — Although  we  may  continue  to  afk 
pardon  for  our  fins  in  different  temples  and  with  different  ceremonies,  there 
is  one  temple  in  which  we  mail  all  meet,  and  pay  the  fame  homage— *the 
temple  confecrated  to  our  common  freedom. 

But  I  feel  that  I  have  detained  you  too  long.  I  hope  that,  though  your 
old  enemies  are  returning  to  power,  and  the  terror  of  a  ftrong  government  is 
perhaps  hanging  over  your  heads,  you  will  not  be  led  into  afb  of  intemper* 
s nee  ;  but  that  you  will  purfue  the  fame  conduct  of  firmnefs  and  moderation 
which  you  have  hitherto  purfued  with  fo  much  advantage  to  your  caufe,  and. 
fo  much  honour  to  yourfelves.  It  is  very  pcflible  that  plots  may  be  conjured 
up  again,  as  was  done,  not  long  ago,  at  Navan  and  Drogheda,  to  prepare 
the  way,  and  give  a  colour  to,  new  perfections.    If  they  are,  I  truft  you  will 

meet; 
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meet  them  with  a  firm  undaunted  countenance.  The  ftronghand  of  power 
may  opprefs  you,  but  it  cannot  difhonour  you.  The  glory  of  Kofciufko  is 
not  tamifhed  by  his  chains.  In  defiance  of  the  JanifTaries  that  furround  him, 
the  benedictions  of  the  people  approach  and  (uftain  him.  His  captivity  is 
Paradife  to  the  liberty  of  his  oppreffors,  who  have  the  range  of  the  world 
with  the  curfes  of  its  inhabitants.  It  is  not  the  warrant  of  a  privy  Council,  or 
a  Lord  Lieutenant's  Secretary,  that  can  unfettle  the  foundations  of  right  and 
wrong,  or  make  that  culpable  in  you  which  was  glorious  in  others. — Three 
millions  of  people  ftruggling  for  liberty,  with  the  arms  of  reafon,  cannot  be 
criminal ;  or  if  they  are  criminal,  the  people  of  England  were  criminal  at  the 
period  of  the  Revolution.  The  Revolution  itfelf  was  rebellion — and  James 
the  Second  was  a  beneficent  Monarch,  who  ought  to  have  been  retained,  and 
not  a  tyrant  that  ought  to  have  been  difmiffed. 

Whether  your  bill  will  pafs  or  not  I  cannot  conjecture. — Government,  if 
wife,  will  not  refrfr.  it.  I  am  not  altogether  certain  that  it  would  not  be  a  bill 
of  as  much  influence  and  patronage  to  them,  as  of  advantage  to  you.  Except 
Parliament,  it  would  confer  nothing  but  eligibility.  Your  meafure  would  be 
taken,  no  doub%  for  certain  polls  »nd  employments,  but  you  might  remain  for 
ever  without  filling  any  of  them,  from  the  higheft  to  the  loweft,  unlefs  Go- 
vernment was  pleafed  to  appoint  you.  It  would,  however,  be  of  effential  fer- 
vice  to  you,  to  be  reftored  to  the  remaining  privileges  of  the  Conftitution,  as 
fuch  reftoration  would  leave  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  kingdom  upon  the  fame 
footing,  and  thereby  put  an  end  to  claims  upon  one  fide,  and  conceffions  on 
the  other.  At  all  events,  whatever  the  fate  of  the  bill  may  be,  I  agree  in 
opinion  with  the  gentlemen  who  preceded  me  in  the  debate,  that  the  queflion 
of  Catholic  Emancipation,  if  not  fuccefsful  this  feafon,  (hould  be,  on  our  part 
laid  afleep.  I  believe  you  will  have  no  objection  to  ferve  your  country  upon 
other  queftions,  in  conjunction  with  your  Proteflant  fellow-fubje&s— and  in 
order  to  lay  the  foundation  of  good  underftanding,  and  a  cordial  alliance,  I 
beg  leave  to  move  you  the  following  refolutions ;— [See  6th  and  7th  refolu* 
tions  in  the  latter  part  of  this  book.] 

Mr.  JOSEPH  BYRNE,  [ftudentof  the  Univerfity,]  here  rofe,  and  after 
apologizing  for  his  inexperience,  proceeded  to  addrefs  the  aflembly  in  a  very 
animated  oration,  to  which  we  regret  that  our  limits  will  not  allow  us  to  do 
juftice — After  declaiming,  with  great  energy,  againft  the  fyftem  of  deceit 
and  oppreffion  under  which  Ireland  had  fo  long  laboured,  and  mewing  the 
madnefs  of  trifling  with  the  feelings  and  affections  of  the  people  at  a  period 
fo  alarming  as  the  prefent,  he  added,  nothing  lefs  than  a  total  Emancipation— 
a  reform  of  all  abufes  mould  be  fought ;  this  point  will  be  carried,  if  demand- 
ed with  courage,  and  your  enemies  will  be  confounded.  I  believe  I  can 
confidently  affert,  that  England  never  conferred  on  this  country  a  voluntary 
favour. — Did  fhe  give  us  a  free  trade  ?  The  part,  the  petty  trifling  part,  was 
wrung  from  her  in  her  diftrefs,  and  her  apprehenfions  when  furrounded  by 
external  danger  and  alarmed  by  Irifh  fpirit.  Did  fhe  give  it  to  encourage 
our  induftry  and  improve  our  commerce  ?  No  : — She  gave  it  to  calm  the 
then  exafperated  people,  who  came  forward  with  fteadinefs  and  refolution 
to  demand  their  rights  and  affert  their  claims — their  jufl  claims  to  the  freedom 
of  a  commercial  intercourfe  with  the  inhabited  globe— an  intercourfe  which 
J^ature  has  denied  to  none,  made  free  to  all,  but  ftill  refuted  tP  you— a  bafe? 
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unwarrantable  monopoly  refufes  it  ;  it  is  your  intereft  to  annihilate  this  mo- 
nopoly  ;  the  glorious  exertions  of  your  volunteers,  their  manly  conduct, 
their  firm  refolutions  opened  the  way  to  the  bofom  of  Liberty,  that  liberty 
which  has  been  attempted  to  be  wrefted  from  you  fince,  by  the  wrecklefs 
and  unprincipled  villainy  of  a  foreign  influence  :  defeat  this  iufluence  ;  open 
a  wider  paffage  to  the  benefits  of  Nature  ;  your  fituation  on  the  globe  is  an 
happy  one  ;  your  ports  and  your  harbours  promife  you  innumerable  advan- 
tages ;  what  independence,  what  blcifings  may  not  flow  from  fuch  a  fource! 
what  an  opportunity  of  increafing  our  wealth,  and  what  a  profpe6t  of  pro- 
moting the  molt  active  induftry  through  the  land,  were  we  poffefled  of  thefe 
enchanting  blelfings — independence,  liberty  and  peace  ! 

The  time  is  fart  at  hand,  when  the  Great  God  of  Reafon  will  pour  forth 
upon  the  whole  world  fuch  a  flood  of  intellectual  light  as  will  break  and  difii- 
pate  the  dark  clouds  that  have  obfcured  the  human  understanding,  and  con- 
cealed, alas  !  too  long  concealed  from  man,  the  energies  of  his  foul. 

Mr.  LYONS.  Unprepared  as  we  were  for  the  aufpicious  vifit  we  have  this 
day  received,  it  will  neceflarily  occur  to  our  young  affociates,  that  no  previous 
arrangements  could  have  been  made  for  exprefling  our  fenfe  of  the  honour  they 
have  this  day  done  us.  This  circumftance,  however,  far  from  rendering  the 
tribute  or  our  thanks  lefs  acceptable,  will,  I  am  confident,  procure  it  a  readier 
welcome  at  their  hands.  They  will  receive  it  as  the  fpontaneous  effufion  of 
immediate  and  undifguifed  feeling,  the  more  unftudied,  the  more  fincere.— 
and  too  recent  from  the  heart  not  to  reprefent  its  impreflions  faithfully.  The 
refolution  I  hold  in  my  hand,  is,  I  feel,  extremely  Inadequate  to  my  own  feel- 
ings, or  to  thofe  which  I  know  actuates  the  preient  AiTembly  ;  but  that  ina- 
dequacy, I  the  lefs  regret,  confcious  that  the  truth  and  energy  of  our  fenti- 
ment  swill  make  ample  amends  for  the  defects  and  imperfections  of  the  lan- 
guage which  gives  them  utterance. — I  therefore  move  the  following  refolution* 
[See  8th  refolution  in  the  latter  part  of  this  book.] 

Mr.  MOORE  [chairman  of  the  meeting  of  the  Students  of  the  Univer- 
fity]  then  rofe,  and  fpoke  nearly  as  follows : — Totally  unaccuftomed  to  offer 
an  opinion  on  any  public  occafion,  and  but  partially  acquainted  with  the  ob- 
ject of  your  meeting,  I  labour  under  vaft  difficulty  in  rifing  to  addrefs  fo 
numerous  and  fo  refpe£rable  a  body  as  the  Catholics  of  Dublin.  But  your 
generous  reception  of  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Univerfity  ;  your  gratitude  fo 
ftrongly  exprefTed  for  fmall  fervices  ;  the  magnitude  of  the  fubject,  in  fhort 
the  glory  and  honour  of  the  empire,  call  aloud  to  every  individual  to  raife 
his  voice,  not  only  to  wreft  from  the  defpotifm  of  Minifters  your  emancipa- 
tion, but  to  refcue.  the  country  from  the  convulfion  into  which  they  would 
plunge  it. 

What  mind  can  reflect  without  indignation  on  the  abominable  avarice  with 
which  your  freedom  has  been  detained  ; — in  what  pitiful  portions  it  has  been 
dealt  out — proftituted  power  grafping  at  your  liberty,  would  hold  you  in 
flavery  and  chains ;  your  liberty  flies  from  its  grafp,  and  this  day  hovers 
arpund  you,  whilft  Juftice  but  flowly  vifits  thofe,  who,  flaves  themfelves, 
would  perpetuate  the  flavery  of  others.  But  whilft  the  mind  dwells  with 
contempt  and  anguifh  on  the  depravity  of  fome,  it  finds  a  confolatory  retting 
place  in  the  magnanimity  of  others ;  whilft  it  abominates  the  unprincipled 
opponents  of  your  emancipation,  it  glories  in  contemplating  thofe  exalted 
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chara&ers  who,  in  the  mofl  critical  iltuations,  have  been,  are,  and  will  con* 
tinue  to  be,  its  fupporters.  It  glories  in  the  firmnefs  of  Catholics  themfelves, 
in  their  peaceable  demeanour  :  a  demeanour  which,  from  the  condu€r.  of 
thofe  now  around  me. 

I  fee  they  are  willing,  if  permitted,  to  obferve.  It  rejoices  in  the  inte- 
grity of  Catholic  advifers,  in  the  confiftency  of  their  defigns,  and  energy  of 
their  execution. 

There  was  a  time,  Mr.  Chairman,  when  divifions  exifted  in  this  country ; 
"when  religion  was  made  the  tool  of  politics,  and  fchifms  feparated  the  Pro- 
teftant  from  the  Catholic,  and  the  Catholic  from  Ireland.  You  have  this 
day  declared  your  wifli  never  more  to  meet  as  Catholics ;  then  there  is  an 
end  to  religious  differences ;  and  political  feftaries  and  Ireland  are  united. 
This  day  prefents  to  my  beloved  country  a  glorious  inftance  of  unanimity, 
liberality,  and  generofity, — the  lettered  youth  of  Ireland  expreffing,  through 
the  pure  medium  of  a  G RATTAN,  the  Father,  would  I  could  fay,  of  your 
conftituticn, — as  he  is  the  deliverer  of  his  country  !  Expreffing  what  ?  Indig- 
nation at  Catholic  flavery — fupplications  for  Catholic  emancipation.  In  de- 
claring their  fenfations  on  this  day,  at  this  important  period,  the  youth  of 
Ireland,  the  nation's  rifing  fun,  burftingfromthefe  clouds  of  bigotry,  opacity, 
and  darknefs,  with  which  they  have  been  enveloped — give  you, — give  Ire- 
land,— a  folemn  inftance  of  uncorrupted  honour,  and  pure  integrity ;  an 
inftance,  at  which  the  Minifter  of  Britain,  in  his  plentitude  of  power,  mull 
fiand  appalled,  and  conclude  that  the  "  rifmg,  as  well  as  the  paffing  genera- 
tion," unite  in  one  voice, — the  voice  of  reafon  and  juftice  ;  for  your  emanci- 
pation,—that  bafis  of  liberty,  that  pledge  of  reform. 

For  myfelf,  for  the  ftudents  of  our  Univerfity,  in  the  name  of  pofterity  for 
ever,  Gentlemen,  I  thank  you.« — I  thank  you  not  only  for  the  generous  gra- 
titude your  attention  has  this  day  exhibited,  but  for  the  noble,  exalted  prin- 
ciple and  fentimentof  your  lad  refolution. — You  refolve  to  wear  your  chains 
rather  than  barter  Emancipation  for  Union.  No  !  generous  men,  you 
will  not  afTuage  your  pain,  by  plunging  a  dagger  into  the  bofom  of  your 
highly  complimented  youth,  now  around  you,  of  poflerity  for  ever.  It  is 
true,  Miniftry  have  brought  you  to  the  Rubicon,  but  they  will  not  drag  you 
into  the  plains  of  Pharfalia.  You  will  permit  the  dark  body  that  eclipfed  the 
fun  of  our  liberty  to  pafs  away  -,  you  will  not  arreft  it  in  its  courfe ;— you 
will  not  exchange  for  the  twilight  fhadow  of  an  Union,  your  Emancipation, 
and  thus  confent  to  plunge  your  country  in  eternal  and  everlafting  night.  One 
boon  I  afk  of  Heaven — for  myfelf,  may  death  arreft  me  ere  I  fee  the  day  a 
Union  takes  place;  for  Ireland,  may  the  Atlantic  clofe,  and  bury  it  for  ever 
in  an  immeafurable  gulph  ! 

Mr..  Lyons's  motion  was  here  put,  and  carried  with  the  loudeft  acclama- 
tions, again  and  again  reiterated. 

Mr.  LEWINS.  When  we  laft  met  in  thisfacred  edifice,  the  bufinefs  upon 
which  we  were  aiTembled  was  of  the  utmoft  importance  indeed  ;  it  was  to 
anticipate  the  wifh.es  and  the  prayers  of  our  country,  which  it  fince  has 
poured  forth  with  a  voice  more  unanimous  than  ever  yet  it  has  done,  for 
the  continuance  of  a  Nobleman  and  his  frtends  in  the  adminiftration  of  Ire- 
land, who  felt  and  who  a6fced  as  Irishmen  :  it  was  to  fupplicate  fortheadop* 
tion  of  meafures  necefTary,    I  will  not  fay  for  the  profperity,  but  for  the 

very 


C   *5   3 

very  exiflence  of  our  Ifland  ;  but  the  bufinefs  of  this  day  is  of  a  different  com* 
plexion — it  is  awful  to  a  degree,  that  we  cannot  contemplate  without  emo- 
tions of  anxiety  and  terror,  which  we  have  not  hitherto  experienced  ;  it  is  to 
tell  five  millions  of  faithful  and  of  loyal  fubje£ts,  (for  I  conceive  this  day  as 
I  did  the  lafl)  that  the  caufe,  which  is  now  agitated,  is  not  the  cauie  of  three 
millions  only  ;  but  of  five  5  not  the  caufe  of  the  Catholics,  but  of  Ireland  ;  the 
bufinefs  of  this  day  then  is  to  teJl  thefe  millions,  it  is  to  tell  all  Ireland,  that  the 
Minifler  of  England  has  been  deaf  to  their  voice,  and  rejected  their  fupplicati- 
ons.  The  lafl  day  we  met  here  We  could  fcarcely  fuppofe  it  poffible  that  this 
Minifler  would  venture  to  prefer  the  claims  of  one  family  to  the  claims  of  ari 
entire  nation  ;  we  could  fcarcely  fuppofe  it  poffible  that  he  would  venture  to 
tear  from  five  millions  of  loyal  fubje<Sts  a  Nobleman  whom  they  venerated* 
and  whom  they  loved.  To-day  we  are  undeceived  ;  to-day  we  perceive  that 
the  Minifler  of  England  dare  venture  any  thing  in  Ireland  ;  to-day  we  perceive 
what  weight  the  prayers  of  the  Irifh  people  have  in  the  decifions  of  the  Englifh 
Cabinet ;  to-day  we  fee  that  Englifh  Cabinet  in  its  true  point  of  view  ;  what 
that  is  I  think  it  not  neceffary  now  to  fay ;  you  all  feel  it ;  every  man  in  the 
kingdom  feels  it :  but  this  much  I  will  not  hefitate  to  affirm,  and  convinced 
I  am,  that  there  is  not  a  man  in  this  afTembly,  nor  an  independant  man  in 
Ireland  who  will  not  affirm  it  along  with  me— The  people  of  Ireland 

ARE  NEVER  MORE  TO  LOOK  UP  TO  THE  CABINET  OF  ENGLAND  FOR. 

protection  or  relief. — This  fecret,  perhaps,  was  not  unknown  be- 
fore to  a  few  ;  but  it  now  (lands  revealed  to  ail  in  the  broad  day  light  of  con- 
viction, which  no  man  can  difiemble  or  doubt  of.     During  thefe  four  years 
pad,  other  nations  in  Europe  have  been  agitated  and  convulfed — Kings  have 
bled  and  thrones  have  difappeared  !  we  remained  quiet ;  but  it  mould  feem  as 
if  we  were  no  longer  to  be  privileged  ;  as  if  we  could  no  longer  count  upon 
an  exemption  from  the  fcourge  that  is  abroad  ;  but  that  we  too  were  to  be 
vifited  in  our  turn,  and  that  the  hour  of  vifitation  was  at  hand.     Almofl  every 
county,  city,  and  town  in  Ireland  has  refolved,  or  addreffed,  or  petitioned, 
for  the  continuance  of  Lord  Fitzwilliam  in  the  government  of  Ireland.     The 
Cabinet  of  England  takes  Fitzwilliam  from  Ireland — laughs  at  your  refolution, 
your  addreffes,  and  your  petitions;  and  the  Minifler  of  England,  in  anfwer 
to  them  all,  comes  forward  and  tells  you,  not  by  words  or  by  writing,  but 
by  an  a£fc  more  explicit  than  either  could  have  been,  that  he  is  determined  to 
plunder  you,  to  lafh  you,  and  defpife  you  ;— and  here  I  will  go  into  the 
explanation  of  that  faft  which  has  already  gone  abroad  ;  a  fact  which  every 
man  in  Ireland  ought  to  know,  becaufe  every  man  in  Ireland  is  infulted  ;  a 
fac"l  which  that  fame  gentleman,  who  has  already  given  you  the  fad  hiflory 
of  your  deputation,  did,  on  his  arrival  in  this  kingdom,  detail  with  his  ufual 
candour  and  ability,  to  the  Committee  appointed  by  you  for  conducting  your 
affairs ;  a  fa£t  which  he  has  now  avowed  himfelf,  if  called  on,  willing  to 
explain,  but  which,  as  I  am  on  my  legs,  and  as  it  does  not  feem  to  be  con- 
trary to  his  wifh,  I  mail  give  you  the  detail  of. 

You  fend  deputies  to  England  to  lay  your  petitions  at  the  foot  of  the 

1  Throne,  praying  for  a  continuance  of  Lord  Fitzwilliam,  and  his  friends,  in 

the  adminiflration  of  this  country,  and  deprecating  a  return  to  power  of  the 

adminiflration  which  had  preceded  ;  and  the  Minifler  of  England,  in  anfwer 

to  this  deputation  \  and  to  fhew  how  muck  he  approves  of  this  preceding  ad- 
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miniflration,  whofc  return  you  deprecate,  comes  forward  with  the  leading  pup- 
pet of  this  preceding  adminiflration  in  his  hand,  and  makes  it  bafk  in  the  fun- 
fliine  of  courtly  favour  for  nearly  one  entire  hour,  while  our  deputies  were  fi- 
!ent  fpe&ators  of  the  humiliating  fcene,  and  every  mark  of  Minifterial  prefe- 
rence was  Javifhed  on  this  puppet  in  the  very  prefence  of  the  deputies  of  this 
very  people,  whom  while  it  was  moving  on  the  Irifh  ftage,  it  would  not  per- 
mit to  entertain  even  a  hope  that  the  chain  with  which  they  were  galled,  fhould 
be  lightened  of  a  (ingle  link  ?  Why  get  up  this  infulting  pantomine  ?  Why 
practice  this  wanton  outrage  on  Irifh  feelings  ?  To  prove  to  Irifhmen,  that 
the  Englifh  Minifler  did  not  think  it  fufficient  to  refufe  the  fupplications  of 
Ireland,  but  that  he  thought  it  neceflary  to  infult  the  pride  of  Ireland  ;  to 
iliew  that  his  chief  object  was  not  to  deny  ;  but  to  degrade,  Sir,  the  univerfal 
policy  of  this  Minifler,  has  been  to  degrade.  Has  he  not  feduced  fome  of 
the  leading  characters  in  both  Houfes  of  the  Britiih  Parliament,  by  holding  out 
promifes,  which  he  never  meant  to  perform,  and  rewards  which  he  never 
meant  to  realize  ?  And  when  he  had  fo  reduced  thefe  weak  and  fhort-fighted 
men,  when  he  had  robbed  them  of  their  popularity,  and  their  fame,  did  he 
not  break  that  faith  which  he  had  pledged  to  them  ?  Did  he  not  treat  them 
with  aH  the  contempt  of  a  remorfelefs  libertine,  who  with  a  flinty  heart  and 
fhamelefs  front  turns  ailde  from  the  remonflrance  and  fupplication  of  that 
honour  which  he  has  rifled,  and  that  virtue  which  he  has  debauched  ?  Thefe 
?re  not  my  fentiments  only,  they  are  the  fentimentsof  that  venerated  Noble- 
man, who  along  with  his  friends  in  this  country,  the  friends  of  Ireland  had 
likewife  been  deitined  as  victims  to  this  fame  fyftem  of  fedu&ion  and  degra- 
dation. But  thanks  to  their  virtues  they  have  rifen,  not  been  put  down. 
They  perceived  ere  yet  it  was  too  late,  the  meditated  treachery,  and  fpurned 
away  with  indignation  the  traitor  and  his  offers.  Now,  Sir,  will  the  Englifh 
Minifler  learn  wifdom  from  his  defect ;  he  will  not  flop  here  ;  he  wifhes  i( 
poflible  to  go  yet  further,  and  to  complete  the  horrid  fyftem  he  has  adopted  \ 
he  wifhes  to  degrade  even  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  itfelf  in  fuch  a  manner, 
and  to  render  it  odious  and  contemptible  in  the  eyes  of  the  Irifh  people,  to 
that  degree,  as  to  reconcile  them  to  its  total  extinction,  on  any  terms  he  may 
think  proper  to  propofe. — Is  it  then  for  this,  that  the  treafures  of  Ireland  are 
poured  out,  and  the  blood  of  Irifhmen  is  fpilt  ?  Is  it  for  this,  that  Ireland  has 
manned  one  third  of  the  navy  of  England,  and  fupplied  the  armies  of  England 
with  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  of  her  fons  ?  Is  it  for  this,  in  this  very 
year— the  year  in  which  Ireland  was  to  be  outraged  and  defpifed,  that  fhe 
has  voted  to  England  fupplies  greater  than  the  annals  of  her  hiflory  could  ex- 
hibit? Infatuated  Ifland— this  is  then  the  reward  of  your  fervices ;  this  is  the 
return  for  our  treafures;  this  is  the  price  of  your  blood. — But  after  all  that 
fame  Providence  which  has  of  late  conducted  the  affairs  of  the  Catholics  of 
Ireland,  with  fuch  peculiar  fuccefs,  has  by  the  very  means  of  thefe  outrages 
and  degradations,  eflablifhed  an  union  among  Irifhmen,  which  they  knew 
not  of  before. 

The  Minifler  of  England  fought  to  divide,  and  he  has  united  ;  to  weaken, 
and  he  has  flrenghtened  ;  to  degrade,  and  he  has  dignified.  He  has  been  al- 
ready punifhed  by  thefe  happy  confequences  of  his  infernal  machinations  ;— 
he  will  be  punifhed  flill  more  by  the  liberty  and  the  profperity  of  Ireland  ; 
which  mufl  flow  as  rapidly  and  as  necefTarily  from  the  union  of  Ireland  ;  as 

heat 
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heat  or  light  from  the  fun.  To  cultivate  this  union  then  be  the  talk  of  every 
man  in  Ireland  ;  not  by  words  or  refolutions  merely,  but  by  mixing  and  by 
acting,  in  private  and  in  public,  with  his  countrymen,  of  whatever  religious 
perfuafion  they  may  be.  We  all  profefs  the  fame  morality,  however  we  may 
differ  in  doctrinal  tenets ; — and  as  all  our  morality  is  one,  becaufe  we  are 
Chriftians,  fo  (hall  our  politics  be  one,  becaufe  we  are  Irifhmen.     We  h ave 

ALL  THE  SAME  GOD,  AND  THE  SAME  COUNTRY  ;  AND  AS  WE  ALL 
AGREE  IN  THE  OBLIGATION  OF  PROMOTING  THE  GLORY  OF  THE 
ONE,    SO  WE  WILL  ALL  CO-OPERATE  IN  THE  TASK    OF    PROMOTING 

the  interest  of  the  other.  Even  this  day  a  new  profpecfc  opens 
itfe'f  before  us  ; — the  generous  youth  of  the  Univerfity  of  our  country,  having 
turned"  away,  with  noble  indignity,  from  the  trefhold  of  corruption  and  of 
power,  pi  efs.  forward  to  pay  the  tribute  of  their  praife  where  it  is  juftly  due ; 
to  the  man  who  has  laid  the  foundation  of  immortality  for  himfelf,  and  of 
freedom  for  his  country  .——Having  thus  borne  homage  to  the  aflertor  of  their 
country's  rights,  they  continue  their  virtuous  career,  and  come  amongft  ust$ 
join  hands  with  the  great  majority  of  their  countrymen. 

Proud  indeed  will  that  day  be  for  Ireland  when  you  (hall,  in  your  turn, 
animate  its  fenate  by  your  eloquence,  enlighten  it  with  your  fcience,  and 
dignify  it  by  your  virtues ;  when  you  £hall  fee  your  country  united  and  free. 
Corruption  and  peculation  tremble  at  the  approach  of  that  day  ;  but  come  it 
will,  in  fpite  of  all  their  efforts,— as  well  may  they  raife  their  hands  to  flop 
the  influx  of  the  morning  light  on  the  nations  of  the  earth,  as  endeavour  to 
prevent  the  great  day  of  juftice  and  reafonfrom  rifing  in  Ireland.  The  dawn 
already  breaks,  and  the  meridian  luftre  is  near  at  hand.  Come  then  ingenu- 
ous young  men — in  your  perfons  we  contemplate  the  hopes  and  the  pledget 
of  the  rifing  generation  of  Ireland— in  your  perfons  we  unite  with  theProteftant 
youth  of  Ireland,  and  accurfed  be  he  that  fhall  attempt  a  feparation. 

But,  Sir,  thefe  confequences  of  an  union  among  ourfelves,  lead  me  to  the 
confideration  of  another  kind  of  Union,  which  fome  men  have  the  hardihood 
to  agitate  even  in  thefe  days  of  peril  and  calamity.  I  fhall  not,  however,  Sir, 
go  at  length  into  an  inveftigation  of  this  fecond  kind  of  union  as  I  intended 
to  have  done  ;  it  has  been  already  ftated  to  you  in  its  true  colours,  by  the 
very  able  and  eloquent  Gentleman  who  propofed  the  refolutions  againft  it 
that  were  received  with  fo  much  applaufe.  Sir,  if  we  were  to  judge  from 
probabilities,  or  from  the  ordinary  rules  of  reafoning,  we  mould  conclude 
that  a  project  of  this  nature  is  the  laft  fpecies  of  Quixotifm  that  could  enter 
into  the  head  of  an  Englifh  minifter,  fitualed  as  the  minifter  of  England  now 
is.  Sir,  let  us  confider  his  fituation.  He  commenced  the  war  to  put  down 
the  French  Republic— the  French  Republic  is  efiablifhed.  He  commenced 
the  war  to  fave  Brabant  to  Auftria— to  fave  Holland  to  England  ;  Brabant  is 
loft  to  Auftria — ^Holland  is  loft  to  England,  and  both  are  gained  to  France. 
He  commenced  the  war  to  curtail  and  weaken  the  principles  of  liberty— and 
the  principles  of  liberty  have  been  extended  and  fortified.  In  fine,  what  is 
there  he  has  undertaken  in  which  he  has  not  failed  ;  threatened  in  the  Eaft 
Indies,  beaten  in  the  Weft  Indies,  expelled  from  the  Continent,  his  allies  de- 
ferring, his  armies  flying,  menaced  with  an  invafion  of  Ireland,  and  of  En- 
gland itfelf.  The  Englifh  minifter  rejects  with  fcorn  the  unanimous  fuppli- 
cations  of  Ireland,  and  agitates  a  queftion  which  no  Englifh  minifter  ever  yet 
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*  entured  to  agitate,  cvtn  in  the  very  zenith  of  Englim  power  and  greatnefs. 
The  quefHon  of  fubverting  the  liberties  of  Ireland,  of  annihilating  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Ireland,  of  extinguishing  Ireland  ; — in  a  word,  he  agitates  the  ques- 
tion of  an  Union  between  Ireland  and  England. 

Improbable  and  extravagant  as  a  project  of  this  kind  may  appear,  let  us  not, 
however,  conclude  it  does  not  exjlt.     For  what  projects  fo  extravagant  as 
thefe  whieh  the  Minifter  of  England  has  already  undertaken.     But,  Sir,  let 
us  look  to  the  manner  in  which  3  Minifter  of  England  would  reafbn  as  to  the 
prefent  fimation  of  Ireland  ;— let  us  look  back  to  the  hiflory  of  the  woes  of 
our  own  country.     During  a  long  feries  of  years  England  has  ruled  the  Par- 
liament of  Ireland  by  prerogative,  for  the  people  were  nothing.    Since  the  ever 
memorable  year  1 782,  in  which  the  genius  of  Irifh  liberty  gave  a  conflitution 
to  Ireland,  the  prerogative  of  England  ceaied  ;  and  influence  and  corruption 
did  the  bufinefs  of  prerogative  and  power.— For  the  people  were  as  yet  weak, 
becaufe  they  were  divided.     But,  if  the  people  be  reflored  to  their  natural  ba- 
lance in  the  conflitution  ;  if  all  divifions  are  done  away  ;  If  Irifhmen  can  have 
but  one  object  to  look  to,— -the  welfare  of  Ireland,— what  will  the  Englifh 
Minifter  do  ?  How  mail  he  be  able  to  keep  this  country  as  paflure  ground  for 
victualling  his  navy,  or  as  a  nurfery  of  recruits  to  man  his  armies  ?    or  as  a 
ilorehoufe  of  raw  materials  to  fupply  his  manufactures,  or  as  a  colony  of 
idlers  to  confume  them  ?  How  fhall  he  be  able  to  do  this  ?  He  fears,  in  the 
ordinary  courfe  of  things,  it  will  be  impoflible  ;  and  this  impoflibility  is  the 
confequence  mentioned  in  Lord  FitzwilliarrTs  letter,  by  the  D — k  of  P — d, 
as  not  to  be  looked  on  without  horror  and  difmay.     In  order,  therefore,  to 
prevent  this  direful  confequence,  the  Minifler  of  England  concludes  with  him- 
felf,  that  fome  extraordinary  means  mult  be  ufed  ; — he  thinks  that  in  fome 
time  he  fhall  not  be  able  to  influence,  and  therefore  he  will  hazard  before  that 
time  to  annihilate.     He  fees  that  Catholic  Emancipation  muft  contribute  to 
render  Ireland  what  fhe  ought  to  be — independent- — in  reality  as  well  as 
in  name  ;   and  therefore  he  wifhes  not  to  give  that  emancipation  but  at  the 
price  of  the  liberties  of  Ireland.     Weak  and  wicked  man,  does  he  think  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland  will  purchafe  their  emancipation  at  the  price  of  Irifh  li- 
berty ?    At  what  time  could  the  conduct  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  juflify 
or  give  rife  to  a  fuppofition  of  this  contumelious  nature  ?  In  the  war  with  A- 
merica,  a  war  that  should  for  ever  be  a  lesson  to  minis- 
terial arrogance   and   presumption,    when  the  fleets  of  France 
rode  Triumphant  in  the  Englifh  Channel,  and  hovered  round  the  Irifh  Coafl ! 
When  Ireland  was  left  to  Providence  and  to  herfelf,  how  did  the  Catholics 
then  act  ?  Did  they  think  of  themfelves  ?  No.— They  thought  of  their  coun- 
try, and  tho'  they  came  forward  in  the  hour  of  danger  to  fight  for  that  Con-r 
flitution,  fiom  which  they  were  excluded,  and  to  expofe  their  lives  in  defence 
of  thofe  liberties,  in  which  they  had  no  fhare.     Now  that  they  are  initiated 
iuto  this  Conflitution,  will  they  betray  it  ?  now  that  they  have  tatted  of  their 
liberties,  will  they  give  them  up?  No!  the  catholics  of  Ireland 
know    how   to  die,    but  they  know    not  how  to  betray, 
they  have  fought,    and  bled,    and  died,   for  their  king, 
but  they  would  also  fight,  and  bleed,  and  die,  for  their 
country  !    Flatter  not  yourfelves,  therefore,  miniflers  of  England,  that 
the  Catholics  of  Ireland  will  ceafe  to  be  Irifhmen.    You  have  taught  them 
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in  the  days  of  their  adverfity,  that  they  were  Irilhmen — for  as  fiich  they  were 
perfecuted.  They  will  teach  you  in  the  days  of  their  profperity,  that  they 
are  Mil!  Irifhmen,  for  as  fuch  they  are  determined  to  rife  or  to  fall.  I  think 
not  that  they  will  acknowledge  there  is  any  power  in  this  country  competent 
to  fell  the  rights  of  the  people  of  this  country. 

Kings,  Parliaments,  and  Confutations ,  have  yielded  to  the  hand  of  time  and 
the  ravages  of  power,  for  what  is  there  human  that  can  withfland  them  but  the 
rights  of  the  people,  on  which  Kings,  Parliaments  andConflitutions  reft,  ft  ill  re-* 
main  unhurt  amidfl  the  general  wreck  ;  immutable  as  the  God  who  bef lowed 
them — eternal  as  the  principles  of  jvftice  upon  which  they  are  founded.  Would 
the  people  of  England  acknowledge,  that  the  Parliament  of  England  was  com- 
petent to  furrender  its  powers  to  Ireland  ?  Would  they  acknowledge,  that  the 
Parliament  of  England  was  competent  to  transfer  the  Legiflative  authority  of 
England  to  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  ?  Is  there  a  man  in  either  kingdoms,  who 
would  venture  to  hazard  fuch  an  afTertion  ?  and  is  not  the  people  of  Ireland, 
as  independent,  and  as  felf-exftint,  as  the  people  of  England  ?  Is  not  the  Par- 
liament of  Ireland  with  the  King  of  Ireland  at  its  head,  in  every  point  ofcon- 
ftitutional  theory  exactly  the  fame  as  the  Parliament  of  England  ?  Who  then 
fhall  dare  to  aflert  that  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  can  do  that  which  the  Parlia- 
ment of  England  cannot  ?  No  man  but  an  enemy  to  both  kingdoms,  a  traitor 
to  the  King  and  to  the  people.  People  of  England  beware  !  If  you  are  at- 
tached to  your  Conflitution  beware !  if  you  are  attached  to  your  riches,  or 
to  your  power,  beware  of  fuch  doctrines  as  this. — He  that  faps  the  foundation 
of  your  Conflitution,  faps  at  the  fame  time,  the  foundation  of  your  riches  and 
your  power ;  for  on  that  Conflitution  are  their  riches  and  their  power  found- 
ed ;  and  believe  Irifhmen  when  they  tell  you,  that  the  minifter  who  fpeaks 
of  fubverting  the  Conflitution  of  Ireland,  can  harbour  no  friendly  profpects 
for  the  Conflitution  of  England. 

As  to  us,  to  prevent  thefe  evils  to  both  kingdoms ;  we  will  unite  among 
omfelves— what  do  I  fay — we  are  already  united.  To  return  our  gratitude  to 
the  firfl  promoters  of  this  union,  to  the  men  who  cherifhed  it  in  its  progrefs, 
and  tothofe  by  whom  it  is  at  length  compleated,  I  fhall  propofe  the  refolution 
which  I  hold  in  my  hand.  Let  the  Miniflers  of  Ireland,  and  the  Miniflersof 
England,  know  this  truth  ,*  the  whole  people  of  Ireland  are  now  united,  and  will 
continue  to  be  united,  whether  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  be  emancipated  or  not. 
Let  the  rulers  of  Ireland  then  determine  between  the  gratitude  or  the  indig- 
nation of  the  people  ;•— for  fuch  alone  is  the  choice  they  have  to  make  ;  fuch 
is  the  only  alternative  now  before  them.  The  refolution  which  I  fhall  fub- 
mit  is  as  follows :— [See  9th  refolution  in  the  latter  part  of  this  book.] 

Surgeon  GEOGHEGAN  rofe  to  fecond  the  motion,  and  was  proceeding 
to  flate  his  reafens,  when,  from  the  latenefs  of  the  hour,  and  the  auditory 
appearing  to  be  perfectly  fatisfied  with  what  had  already  been  faid  on  the  fub- 
jec~t,  the  queftion  was  loudly  called  for,  and  being  accordingly  put,  was  car- 
ried unanimoufly, 

Two  refolutions  were  then  pafled  relating  to  the  collection  of  money  for 
fupporting  the  expences  incident  to  the  juft  purfuit  of  Catholic  emancipation, 
and  the  meeting  adjourned. 
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XA.T  a  moft  numerous  and  refpe&able  Meeting  of  the  Catholics  of  the  City 
of  Dublin,  convened  by  public  notice  at  the  Chapel  in  Francis-Street,  on  Thurs- 
day the  9th  of  April  1795. 

John  Sweetman,  Efq  ;  being  unanimously  called  to  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Byrne,  Mr.  Keogh,  and  Baron  Hujiy,  reported,  that  they  had  on  Friday 
the  13th  of  March,  preiented  the  Petition  of  the  Catholics  of  Dublin  to  his  Ma- 
jefty,  which  Petition  he  was  pleafed  to  receive  gracioufly  ;  and  that  on  Applica- 
tion to  his  Majefly's  Minifters  for  fuch  information  as  they  might  think  fit  to  im« 
part,  the  anfwer  returned,  was,  that  the  King's  pleafure  on  the  fubject  of  the  Ca- 
tholic claims  was  communicated  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  that  he  was  the 
proper  channel  through  whom  it  might  be  known,  but  that  the  deputation  in 
confequence  of  their  inftructions  did  not  confider  themfelves  at  liberty  to  make 
any  further  application. 

Refolved  unanimoufly,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Meeting  be,  and  are  hereby, 
prefented  to  our  worthy  deputies,  Edward  Byrne,  and  John  Keogh,  Efqrs.  and 
Baron  Huffey  of  Galtrim,  for  the  fpirit  and  alacrity  in  undertaking,  and  their 
zeal  and  fidelity  in  executing  the  truft  repofed  in  them  by  their  fellow-citizens. 

Refolved  unanimoufly,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Meeting  be  refpe&fully  pre- 
fented to  our  agent,  Theobald  Wolfe  Tone,  Efq.  for  the  readinefs  with  which  he 
accompanied  our  deputies  to  England,  and  the  many  other  important  fervices  he 
has  rendered  to  the  Catholic  body  in  their  purfuit  of  Emancipation  ;  fervices 
which  no  gratitude  can  over-rate,  and  no  remuneration  can  overpay. 

Refolved,  That  we  fee  with  the  greater!  concern  by  the  removal  of  our  late 
much  refpected  Viceroy,  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  contrary  to  the  unanimous  wifhof  the 
whole  people,  how  little  the  interefls  or  the  wifhes  of  Ireland  avail,  in  a  matter  of 
the  higheil  import  to  her  well-being. 

Refolved,  That  we  derive  confolation  under  the  lofs  which  we  all  fuftain  by 
the  removal  of  the  late  popular  Admin  iilration,  in  contemplating  the  rifing  fpirit 
of  harmony  and  co-operation  among  all  fecl§  and  defcriptions  of  lriftunen,  fo 
rapidly  accelerated  by  that  event ;  and  we  do  moft  earneftly  recommend  to  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland  to  cultivate  by  all  pofiible  means  the  friendfhip  and  affection 
of  their  Proteftant  brethren,  fatiened  as  we  are,  that  national  union  is  national 
flrength,  happinefs  and  profperity. 

Refolved  unanimoufly,  That  the  Right  Hon.  Henry  Grattan,  be  requefted  to 
introduce  the  Catholic  Bill  immediately  on  the  meeting  of  Parliament. 
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[A  paffage  from  a  printed  book,  entitled,  "  A  Letter  from  a  venerated  Noble- 
man, recently  retired  from  this  country,  to  the  Earl  of  Carlifle,"  being  read  to 
the  following  effect : — "  Then,  for  the  firll  time,  it  appears  to  have  been  dif- 
cerned,  that  the  deferring  the  Catholic  queilion  would  be,  not  merely  an  expe- 
diency, or  a  thing  to  be  defired  for  the  prefent — but  the  means  of  doing  a 

GREATER   SERVICE  TO  THE   BRITISH   EMPIRE    THAN   IT  HAS   BEEN    CAPABLE  OF 

receiving  since  the  Revolution,  OR  AT  LEAST  SINCE  THE  UNI- 
ON i  J  !"  and  alfo  another  paffage,  "  That  if  the  confideration  of  this  queition 
could  be  deferred  'till  the  Peace  was  ejlabli/ljed — his  Grace  fhould  have  no  doubt 
but  that  it  would  be  attended  with  advantages  which  perhaps  are  not  to  be  hoped 
for  in  any  other  fuppofable  cafe."  And  it  appearing  that  thofeexpreffions,  fup- 
pofed  to  be  thofe  of  a  Perfonage  in  high  official  ftation,  can  admit  of  no  import 
or  meaning  other  than  that  of  a  meditated  Union  between  this  country  and 
Great  Britain.] 

Refolved  unanimoufly,  That  we  are  fincerely  and  unalterably  attached  to  the 
RIGHTS,  LIBERTIES,  and  INDEPENDENCE  of  our  NATIVE  COUN- 
TRY; and  we  pledge  ourfelves,  collectively  and  individually  to  refill:,  even  our 
ovvn  Emancipation — if  propofed  to  be  conceded  upon  the  ignominious  terms  of 
an  acquiefcence  in  the  fatal  meafure  of  AN  UNION  with  the  filler  kingdom. 

Refolved  unanimoufly,  That  while  we  make  this  undifguifed  declaration  of  our 
fentiments,  in  order  to  fatisfy  the  Public  mind,  we  are  of  opinion  that  a  meafure 
fo  full  of  violence  and  ruin,  will  never  be  hazarded  ;  convinced  as  we  are  that  no 
fet  of  men  will  arrogate  to  themfelves  a  power  which  is  contrary  to  the  ends  and 
purpofes  of  all  Government — a  power  to  furrender  the  liberties  of  their  country— 
and  t  j  feal  the  flavery  of  future  generations. 

[A  numerous  Affembly  of  the  Students  of  the  Univerfity  who  this  day  waited 
on  the  Right  Hon.  Henry  Grattan,  with  an  Addrefs,  having  appeared,  and  being 
admitted  in  the  moll  refpectful  manner,  amidft  the  loudeft  plaudits  of  the  Meet- 
ing— and  the  Secretary  having,  by  their  order,  communicated  their  Addrefs,  to- 
gether with  Mr.  Grattan's  Anfwer.] 

Refolved  unanimoufly,  That  we  obferve  with  grateful  cordiality  and  honed 
exultation  the  appearance  of  fo  large  and  refpectable  a  body  of  the  learned  and 
ingenuous  youth  of  Ireland,  this  day  among  us  ;  we  accept  their  patriotic  adop- 
tion of  our  caufe  as  the  furelt  omen  of  its  fuccefs  ;  convinced  that  the  moft  ma- 
lignant efforts  of  our  corrupt  and  bigoted  oppreffors  muft  fpeedily  give  way  to  the 
UNION,  irrefiilable  as  it  is  natural,  of  letters  with  liberty,  of  wifdom  with  juf- 
tice,  and  of  fcience  with  truth— And  we  invite  and  requefl  the  prefent  refpecta- 
ble vifitors,  and  th^ir  brethren  of  the  Univerfity,  to  honour  our  future  meetings 
with  tkeir  prefence  and  fupport. 

Refolved  unanimoufly,  That  our  fincere  and  grateful  thanks  be,  and  are  hereby 
returned  to  our  Proteftant  brethren  of  Belfaft  and  of  Dublin  ; — to  the  different 
counties  and  great  cities  who  have  addreffed  either  the  Crown  or  Parliament  on 
our  behalf — and  to  every  body  of  men  and  every  individual  among  our  Protef- 
tant brethren,  who  have  flood  forward  in  the  caufe  of  Catholic  Emancipation— 

THE  CAUSE  OF  IRISH  LlBERTV.  - 

Refolved 
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Refolved  unanimously,  That  the;  neceflary  cxpeiiccs  in  printing  and  othcrwife,'" 
attendant  on  our  prefent  application  to  the  Legiflature,  as  well  as  the  engage- 
ments of  the  late  General  Committee,  remaining  ftill  in  a  great  meafure  undif* 
charged,  and  for  which  the  credit  of  the  Catholic  Body  is  pledged-— require  the 
meafure  of  a  fpeedy  and  liberal  Subfcription. 

Refolved  unanimoufly  therefore,  That  we  recommend  earnefty  to  our  fellow- 
citizens  in  the  different  parifhes  of  this  city,  to  appoint  Gentlemen  forthwith  in 
each  parifh,  to  receive  fuch  fubferiptions  as  may  be  offered  for  the  above  juft  and 
neceffary  purpofes  ; — and  we  call  on  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  to  co-operate  with 
us,  by  contributing  on  their  parts  liberally  towards  the  difcharge  of  the  debts  in* 
curred  in  the  purfuit  of  our  common  Emancipation. 

Signed  by  Order  of  the  Catholics  of  Dublin, 

RICH.  M'CORMICK,  Sec. 
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